Five–10
Museums

Museums
Five–9

seq 4\hMUSEUMS

People’s Dime Museum and Bijou Theatoriumxe "People’s Dime Museum<T>86 Seneca<T>1895<T>1895<T>Five–"

xe "Seneca<T>86<T>People’s Dime Museum<T>1895<T>1895<T>Five–"

xe "Bijou Theatorium<T>86 Seneca<T>1895<T>1895<T>Five–"

xe "Seneca<T>86<T>Bijou Theatorium<T>1895<T>1895<T>Five–"
Monday, 20 May 1895—____________________

Wonderland Museexe "Wonderland Musee<T>86 Seneca<T>1895<T>____<T>Five–"

xe "Seneca<T>86Wonderland Musee<T>1895<T>____<T>Five–"
Monday, 2 September 1895—____________________

86–88 Seneca Street, near Main

ARCHITECT OF ORIGINAL BUILDING: 


ARCHITECT OF MUSEUM: 


CURRENT STATUS: 


REFERENCES:

“New Dime Museum. Announcement of a Popular Family Resort to Be Opened Next Week.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 129 (Sunday, 12 May 1895), p. 10, c. 2.

Advertisement. The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 129 (Sunday, 12 May 1895), p. 10, c. 4.

“Amusements. . . . People’s Dime Museum.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 140 (Monday, 20 May 1895), p. 6, c. 5.

“At the Theatres. . . . The People’s Dime Museum.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 141 (Tuesday, 21 May 1895), p. 6, c. 4.

“The Stage . . . . The New Wonderland.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 244 (Sunday, 1 September 1895), p. 8, c. 3.

“The Playhouses. . . . The New Wonderland.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 245 (Monday, 2 September 1895),p. 6, c. 4.

“At the Theaters. . . . New Wonderland Musee.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 246 (Tuesday, 3 September 1895), p. 7, c. 4–5.

Hugh Linn Medical Companyxe "Hugh Linn Medical Company<T>345 Main<T>1896<T>1905<T>Five–"

xe "Main<T>345<T>Hugh Linn Medical Company<T>1896<T>1905<T>Five–"
Popularly known as

Dr. Linn’s Museumxe "Dr. Linn’s Museum<T>345 Main<T>1896<T>1905<T>Five–"

xe "Main<T>345<T>Dr. Linn’s Museum<T>1896<T>1905<T>Five–"
1896—1905

Bijou Dreamxe "Bijou Dream<T>345 Main<T>c.1907<T>1915<T>Five–"

xe "Main<T>345<T>Bijou Dream<T>c.1907<T>1915<T>Five–"
1907???–1915

345 Main Street, ne cor North Division Street

ARCHITECT OF ORIGINAL BUILDING: 


ARCHITECT OF DR. LINN’S MUSEUM: 


ARCHITECT OF 1897 REMODELING: 


ARCHITECT OF BIJOU DREAM: 


ARCHITECT OF 1913 REMODELING: E.H. Moeller

MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTES: Brick with metal cornice. 4 stories. In an Academy of Music program for 20–21 August 1888 is an advertisement for Fred. S. Conderman’s Fine Havana Cigars, sold at Buffalo Distributing Agency, No. 345 Main Street. Hugh Linn’s Museum was primarily a medical pathological exhibit. Occasional performances in addition to the exhibits. Moved to 437 Washington Street in 1905, and this Main Street address became the Bijou Dream, George W. Erdman, mgr, in 1911. Enlarged or renovated in 1913 by E.H. Moeller. The Bank of Buffalo replaced it.

OTHER THEATRES WITH THE SAME NAME: Not to be confused with the later Dr. Linn’s Museum at 437 Washington, or with the even later Dr. Linn’s Museum at 203–209 Main Street, or with the Bijou at 565 Washington.

CURRENT STATUS: M&T Bank and grounds

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1914), vol. 2 p. 128.

“Dr. Linn’s Museum.” The Buffalo Morning Express (Saturday, 15 May 1897), p. 8, c. 4. Article on new entrance-way.

Picture of and ad for Dr. Linn’s Museum in a lost scrapbook: R:90.8 B‑5 p.45.
Permit for renovation dated 1 May 1913.

Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society vol. 22 suppl.

“Remember When.” Buffalo Evening News (3 May 1939).

Ethel Hoffman. “Buffalo Saw First Movies in Edisonia Hall.” Buffalo News (15 April 1944).

“Buffalo’s Theatrical Past.” Buffalo Courier-Express (19 October 1952)

W.E.J. Martin. “Birthday of Nickelodeon.” Buffalo Courier-Express (5 June 1955), p. 42 c. 1–2.

“Nickelodeon.” Buffalo Evening News (26 October 1962), p. 21 c. 3.

SOME PROGRAMMES:

Anna Edson Taylor, Heroine of Niagara Falls, 10 February 1902. Mentioned in David Lawrence and Debra Ludwig, Bravo Buffalo! Entertainment through the Years: 1983 Calendar (Buffalo: a publication of Arts Development Services, 1983), p. 7. [Special Collections: Oversize F 129 .B8 B317]

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1910, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Bijou Dream 345 Main

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Bijou Dream 345 Main

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Bijou Dream 345 Main

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Bijou Dream 345 Main

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Bijou Dream 345 Main

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Bijou Theatre 345 Main

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Oct 1906, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
3110
-Y
Bijou Dream
345 Main

Mar 1907, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
3110
-Y
Bijou Dream
345 Main

Jun 1907, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
3110
-Y
Bijou Dream
345 Main

Mar 1908, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
3110
-Y
Bijou Dream
345 Main

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 2142-W

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 2142-W

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 335-W

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 335-W

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 1060-W

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 1060-W

Feb 1917, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 1060-W

Jun 1917, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 1060-W

Oct 1917, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 1060-W

21 Jan 1918, THEATRES
Bijou Theatre
345 Main
Seneca 1060-W

Dr. Linn’s Museumxe "Dr. Linn’s Museum<T>437 Washington<T>circa<T>1905<T>Five–"

xe "Washington<T>437<T>Dr. Linn’s Museum<T>circa<T>1905<T>Five–"
1 July 1905—__________

Family Theatrexe "Family Theatre<T>437 Washington<T>1910<T>1917<T>Five–"

xe "Washington<T>437<T>Family Theatre<T>1910<T>1914<T>Five–"
1910–1914

New Family Theatrexe "New Family Theatre<T>437 Washington<T>1914<T>1917<T>Five–"

xe "Washington<T>437<T>New Family Theatre<T>1914<T>1917<T>Five–"
1914–1917

Rialto Theatrexe "Rialto Theatre<T>437 Washington<T>1917<T>????<T>Five–"

xe "Washington<T>437<T>Rialto Theatre<T>1917<T>????<T>Five–"
1917

Family Theatrexe "Family Theatre<T>437 Washington<T>c.1919<T>1920<T>Five–"

xe "Washington<T>437<T>Family Theatre<T>c.1919<T>1920<T>Five–"
1919–1920

437–441 Washington Street, ne cor Broadway

ARCHITECT OF BUFFALO SAVINGS BANK: 


ARCHITECT OF DR. LINN’S MUSEUM: 


ARCHITECT OF FAMILY THEATRE: W.H. Hoffman Co. of Pittsburgh, PA

MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTE: Built in 1867 as the Buffalo Savings Bank. The Grosvenor Library originally opened in rented space on the second story of the bank in 1871. Dr. Linn moved his museum here after he closed Hugh Linn Medical Company in 1905. Fine arts exhibits occupied the upper stories, and a Chamber of Horrors was in the basement. (In 1910 or thereabouts he moved again to 203–209 Main Street, where Edward T. Stevens was listed as manager from 1913–1923, and F.E. Slacer in 1924.) The New Family Theatre was run by W. Foster in 1914. Seating capacity approx. 1800. Later owned by the Loew family, their first Buffalo theatre. Demolished in about 1920 to make way for the Lafayette Square Building.

OTHER THEATRE WITH THE SAME NAME: Not to be confused with the New Family Theatre at 562 Broadway or with the Rialto on West Ferry.

CURRENT STATUS: Gone. The re‑routed Broadway and a new parking lot now cover these grounds.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1914), vol. 3 p. 213, shows the Family Theatre on a fourth patch.

R:90 R‑3 v.8 p. 243.

“A New Museum for Buffalo: Dr. Hugh J. Linn Has Purchased Old Buffalo Savings Bank Property. Ready in Two Months. It Will Be Modeled after the Eden Musee in New York and Will Bear Favorable Comparison with Any Museum in the Country—Property Was Purchased of the Buffalo Realty Company for a Consideration which Has Not Been Made Public.” Commercial (19 January 1905).

“Will Be a World of Wonders: Buffalo Savings Bank to Be Turned into an ‘Eden Musee.’ Dr. Linn’s Venture. Improvements of an Extensive Nature Will Transform the Old Structure into a Great Show House.” The Buffalo Evening Times (12 February 1905), with exterior photo.

“Finest Museum in the Country—So Experts Pronounce Dr. Linn’s New Home in Lafayette Square—Splendidly Equipped in Every Detail. Will Be Open to Public Tomorrow.” Buffalo Daily Courier (30 June 1905).

“Personal Element Enters into Movie Game in Buffalo.” The Buffalo Sunday Times (17 May 1914), p. 81, c. 2–3.

“Dr. Linn’s Museum Doomed.” The Buffalo Evening Times (17 September 1933), p. 1‑B.

“Founder of Linn’s Museum Is Dead.” Commercial (20 February 1923).

Plan F39, 19 January 1910

R:90 R‑3 vol. 1 p. 246.

Interior photo. Buffalo Sunday Morning News (27 October 1912), p. 2.

Interior photo. Buffalo Sunday Morning News (3 November 1912), p. 3.

Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society vol. 24 suppl.

“Answers.” Buffalo Evening News (23 September 1965), p. 49 c. 7.

150 Years: 1836–1986. (Buffalo: Buffalo and Erie County Library, 1986), p. 12.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Washington and Broadway

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Washington and Broadway

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Washington and Broadway

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Washington and Broadway

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Washington and Broadway

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Washington and Broadway

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Washington and Broadway

1919, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Broadway and Washington

1920, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Family Theatre Main and Broadway

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Oct 1910, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Feb 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Jun 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Oct 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Mar 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Jun 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Oct 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Feb 1913, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Jun 1913, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Washington and Broadway

Feb 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Wash & Bway

Jun 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
401
-R
Family Theatre
Wash & Bway

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Family Theatre
Wash & Bway
Seneca 401-R

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Family Theatre
Wash & Bway
Seneca 401-R

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Family Theatre
Wash & Bway
Seneca 401-R

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Family Theatre
Wash & Bway
Seneca 401-R

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Family Theatre
Wash & Bway
Seneca 4263

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Family Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 5376

Feb 1917, THEATRES
Family Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 5376

Jun 1917, THEATRES
Family Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 2115-W

Oct 1917, THEATRES
Rialto Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 2115-W

30 Jan 1919, THEATRES
Family Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 5142

20 May 1919, THEATRES
Family Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 5142

15 Oct 1919, THEATRES
Family Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 5142

20 Jan 1920, THEATRES
Family Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 5142

20 May 1920, THEATRES
Family Theatre
439 Washington
Seneca 5142

