Twelve–12
Burlesque Theatres

Burlesque Theatres
Twelve–13

seq 11\hBURLESQUE THEATRES

Gibbs’ Music Hallxe "Gibbs’ Music Hall<T>83 Seneca<T>c.1893<T>1896<T>Twelve–"

xe "Seneca<T>83<T>Gibbs’ Music Hall<T>c.1893<T>1896<T>Twelve–"
c.1893–1896

83 Seneca Street

ARCHITECT: 


NOTES: Run by O’Mara and Gibbs (John O’Mara, William Gibbs, and James H. Rich). Moved to 389 Washington when Shea’s Music Hall left.

CURRENT STATUS: Marine Midland grounds occupy this site.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Map of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1881–1888), vol. 1 p. 3 is missing.

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1913), vol. 2 p. 126 shows a 3-story brick store.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1896, CONCERT HALLS.
Gibbs’ Music Hall, 83 Seneca.

Lafayette Theatrexe "Lafayette Theatre<T>10 Broadway<T>1901<T>1913<T>Twelve–"

xe "Broadway<T>10<T>Lafayette Theatre<T>1901<T>1913<T>Twelve–"
15 May 1901–1913

Olympic Theatrexe "Olympic Theatre<T>10 Broadway<T>1914<T>1926<T>Twelve–"

xe "Broadway<T>10<T>Olympic Theatre<T>1914<T>1926<T>Twelve–"
Monday, 18 May 1914–1926

First address: Lafayette Street

Revised address: 10–12 Broadway

Current equivalent address: Lafayette Square, north side
ARCHITECT OF LAFAYETTE ST. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: 


ARCHITECT OF LAFAYETTE THEATRE: F.W. Caulkins

CONTRACTOR FOR LAFAYETTE THEATRE: William M. Luther

ARCHITECT OF OLYMPIC THEATRE: Henry L. Spann

MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTE: On Broadway, just a few feet from the nw cor of Washington. Stage entrance was at about 446 Washington. Remodeled from the third Lafayette Street Presbyterian Church (1862–10 May 1896). Fireproof construction. Charles M. Bagg, mgr. Operated at first by the Lafayette Square Theatre Co., Inc.. Originally a burlesque house. Burlesque moved to the Gayety when the Lafayette became the Olympic, which played first-run films and four-a-day vaudeville.

OTHER THEATRES WITH THE SAME NAMES: Not to be confused with the Lafayette Square Theatre across the street at 2 Broadway, with the Olympic at 157 Canal Street, or with the Olympic at 264 Genesee Street.

CURRENT STATUS: Gone. The Rand Building stands in its place.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1914), vol. 3 p. 213.

History of the three Lafayette St. Presbyterian Churches. W.M. Knight, ed. Manual, Catalogue and History of the Lafayette St. Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, N.Y. Buffalo: The Courier Company, Printers, 1876. [Special Collections F129 B8B49]

R:90 S-3 vol. 2 p. 322.

R:95-6 R-5 vol. 1 pp. 119–120.

Main st, Broadway and Washington, 10‑story theater and hotel; cost, $1,750,000; o, J Gavin, John Wood and others; a, R A Waite; b, not let. Engineering Record, vol. 35 (19 December 1896), p. 65. (NEVER BUILT.)

“The Picture Book of Earlier Buffalo.” Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society, 1912, pp. 113, 141. [Buff Lib: Special Collection F129 .B8 B88 v.16]

“New Theater Planned.” Buffalo Express (1 February 1901).

“Work on Lafayette Square Theater.” Buffalo Courier (23 February 1901).

“Lafayette Church Property Sold.” Buffalo Express (13 March 1901).

“Will Open Next Monday.” Commercial (12 June 1901).

“Completed.” Buffalo Courier (12 June 1901), p. 8 c. 3.

“Opened.” Buffalo Courier (18 June 1901), p. 8 c. 4.

“German Theatricals, Home Sweet Home.” Buffalo Morning Express (10 September 1901), p. 3 c. 4.

“Booking of Burlesque Organizations under the Empire Circuit Very Successful.” The Buffalo Evening Times (10 May 1903, p. 33 c. 5.

“Lafayete Closed by Cave-In.” The Buffalo Evening Times (5 July 1903), p. 27 c. 6.

Appeals to revoke permit to remodel the theatre, which was unlawfully constructed to begin with. Proceedings of the Common Council, 1914, pp. 320–321 (item 15); p. 336 (item 27½); p. 345 (item 53); p. 845 (item 103); p. 1277–1278 (item 13).

“Olympic Theatre Upheld by Court. Judge Refuses Writ but Says Taxpayer May Bring Suit.” Buffalo Courier (Sunday, 5 April 1914), p. 82, c. 4.

“Demands Work Be Stopped on Olympic Theater.” Buffalo Courier (Wednesday, 8 April 1914), p. 7, c. 2.

“Hammond Again Assails Olympic Theater Project.” Buffalo Courier (Thursday, 9 April 1914), p. 8, c. 2.

“New Plan Offered by Olympic Theater.” The Buffalo Evening Times (Thursday, 23 April 1914), p. 14, c. 3–4.

The Buffalo Evening Times (Wednesday, 29 April 1914), p. 5, c. 2.

“Grand Opening of Olympic Tomorrow. Handsome New Theater in Lafayette Square Fronting on Broadway, to Open Its Doors to Public on Monday, May 18th.” The Buffalo Sunday Times (17 May 1914), p. 56, c. 2–3. 

“At the Olympic. Popular Vaudeville.” The Buffalo Sunday Times (17 May 1914), p. 62, c. 4–5.

“Olympic Has Popular Bill for Grand Opening.” Buffalo Evening Times (Monday, 18 May 1914), p. 3, c. 4.

Ad. Official Annual Labor Day Review of Buffalo and Vicinity. Supplement to the Buffalo Labor Journal, 28 August 1919, p. 146. [Oversize F 129 B8B9225]

“Sold to Buffalo Trust Co..” Buffalo Commercial Advertiser (8 August 1924), p. 1 c. 6.
Buffalo Express (9 August 1924), p. 12 c. 6.

Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society vol. 24 suppl.

Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society vol. 29 p. 362.

Obituary. “William Luther, Architect, Built Lafayette Theater.” Buffalo Courier-Express (5 December 1939), p. 10.

“Buffalo’s Theatrical Past.” Buffalo Courier-Express (19 October 1952)

Photo of Olympic, Buffalo Courier-Express (11 October 1954).

Charles S. Illingsworth. “Buffalo Theatres—1898 to 1908.” Niagara Frontier 6, no. 2 (Summer 1959), pp. 42–49. [Special Collections F127 N6N58]

“Answers.” Buffalo Evening News (29 August 1959), p. A5 c. 6.

Upright of Olympic visible in photo in 150 Years: 1836–1986 (Buffalo: Buffalo and Erie County Public Library, 1986), p. 5. [Riverside branch library’s vertical file on Buffalo]

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1901, THEATRES
Lafayette Theatre, Broadway near Main.

1902, THEATRES
Lafayette Theatre, Broadway near Main.

1903, THEATRES
Lafayette Theatre, Broadway near Main.

1904, THEATRES
Lafayette Theatre, Broadway near Main.

1905, THEATRES
Lafayette Theatre, Broadway near Main.

1906, THEATRES
Lafayette Theatre Broadway near Main

1907, THEATRES
Lafayette Theatre Broadway near Main

1908, THEATRES
Lafayette Theatre Broadway near Main

1909, THEATRES
Lafayette Square Theatre Broadway near Main

1910, THEATRES:
Lafayette Theatre Washington and Broadway

1911, THEATRES:
Lafayette Theatre Washington and Broadway

1912, THEATRES:
Lafayette Theatre Washington and Broadway

1913, THEATRES:
Lafayette Theatre Broadway and Washington

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Olympic Theatre Broadway and Washington

1915, THEATRES:
Olympic Theatre Broadway near Washington

1916, THEATRES:
Olympic Theatre Broadway near Washington

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Olympic Theatre Broadway near Main

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Olympic Theatre 10–12 Broadway

1918, THEATRES:
Olympic Theatre 10–12 Broadway

1919, THEATRES:
Olympic Theatre 10–12 Broadway

1920, THEATRES:
Olympic Theatre 10–12 Broadway

1921, THEATRES:
Olympic Theatre 10–12 Broadway

1922, THEATRES:
Olympic Theatre 10–12 Broadway

1923, THEATRES:
Olympic 10–12 Broadway

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Olympic Theatre 10 Broadway

1924, THEATRES:
Olympic 10 Broadway

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Olympic Theatre 10 Broadway

1925, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Olympic Theatre 10 Broadway

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Oct 1906, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette Square

Mar 1907, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette Square

Jun 1907, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette Square

Mar 1908, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette Square

Oct 1908, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette Square

Jun 1909, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette Square

Oct 1909, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette Square

Jun 1910, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette Square

Oct 1910, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Feb 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Jun 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Oct 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Mar 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Jun 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Oct 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Feb 1913, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Jun 1913, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Feb 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
2023

Lafayette Theatre
Lafayette square

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

Feb 1917, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

Jun 1917, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

Oct 1917, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

21 Jan 1918, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938-J

20 May 1918, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

1 Jul 1918, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

19 Oct 1918, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

30 Jan 1919, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

20 May 1919, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

15 Oct 1919, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

20 Jan 1920, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

20 May 1920, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

Oct 1920, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
Seneca 3938

May 1921, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
SE neca-3938

10 Nov 1921, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
SE neca-3938

28 Nov 1922, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
SE neca-3938

12 Nov 1923, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
SE neca-3938

20 May 1924, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
SE neca-4756

10 Nov 1924, THEATRES
Olympic Theatre
10 Broadway
SE neca-4756

The Gayety Theatrexe "Gayety Theatre<T>352 Pearl<T>1914<T>____<T>Twelve–"

xe "Pearl<T>352<T>Gayety Theatre<T>1914<T>____<T>Twelve–"
12 January 1914–

The Playhousexe "Playhouse<T>352 Pearl<T>1933<T>1935<T>Twelve–"

xe "Pearl<T>352<T>Playhouse<T>1933<T>1935<T>Twelve–"
Monday, 6 February 1933–1935

Statexe "State<T>352 Pearl<T>circa<T>1936<T>Twelve–"

xe "Pearl<T>352<T>State<T>circa<T>1936<T>Twelve–"
March 1936–____

Filmartexe "Filmarte<T>352 Pearl<T>circa<T>1937<T>Twelve–"

xe "Pearl<T>352<T>Filmarte<T>circa<T>1937<T>Twelve–"
28 March 1937–____

Old Viennaxe "Old Vienna<T>352 Pearl<T>____<T>____<T>Twelve–"

xe "Pearl<T>352<T>Old Vienna<T>____<T>____<T>Twelve–"
____

352 Pearl Street, n cor W Huron

ARCHITECT: William H. McElfatrick, of New York City

ORGAN: 


NOTE: Front 1=5; stage 1=7. Not listed in Proceedings of the Common Council, 1911–1914. Operated by the Columbia Amusement Co. The Studio Theatre School renamed it The Playhouse.

OTHER THEATRES WITH THE SAME NAME: Not to be confused with the Gaiety at 297–301 Michigan, with the Film-Arte (Little) on Delaware, with the Gaiety on Ridge Road in Lackawanna, with Loew’s State on Main, with The Playhouse on Allen Street, or with the Buffalo Gayety at 365 Pearl.

CURRENT STATUS: Gone. A parking ramp stands in its place.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1913), vol. 1 p. 27

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1925–1961), vol. 1 p. 10 (underneath a blank patch).

Permit issued: 6 May 1913

R:95‑6 R‑5 vol. 1 p. 82.

Ad. Official Annual Labor Day Review of Buffalo and Vicinity. Supplement to the Buffalo Labor Journal, 28 August 1919, p. 231. [Oversize F 129 B8B9225]

“Gayety to Be New Home of Studio School.” Buffalo Courier (17 January 1933).

Studio Theatre Opens with “Escape,” 6 February 1933. Mentioned in David Lawrence and Debra Ludwig, Bravo Buffalo! Entertainment through the Years: 1983 Calendar (Buffalo: a publication of Arts Development Services, 1983), p. 7. [Special Collections: Oversize F 129 .B8 B317]
“Ambitious Drive for 2500 Membership Set in Motion by Buffalo’s Playhouse.” The Buffalo Evening Times (12 June 1933).

Ardis Smith. “Buffalo Playhouse Movement Dates Back to ‘The Nasturtiums’ of Civil War Days’.” The Buffalo Evening Times (13 June 1933).

“Radio Drama Rehearsed for Playhouse Campaign.” ???? (?? ???? ????)

“Playhouse: Burlesque May Return to Former Gayety.” Buffalo Courier-Express (18 January 1935), p. 7.

“Playhouse to Be Taken over by Cleveland Interests between Feb. 15 and Mar. 1.” Buffalo Courier-Express (19 January 1935), p. 7.

“Five-Year Lease Signed by Burlesque Chain.” Buffalo Courier-Express (10 February 1935), p. 7.

“Opens Feb. 22 with Burlesque and Vaudeville.” Buffalo Courier-Express (12 February 1935), p. 8.

“Name to Be Changed.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 March 1936), p. 10 (R:95.6 R‑5 vol. 1 p. 82).

“To Reopen under New Name.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 March 1937), p. 19.

“Filmarte Theater, Formerly Gayety, at Pearl & Huron Sts., to Open March 28th.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 March 1937), p. 10.

“To Reopen Oct. 30.” Buffalo Courier-Express (18 October 1937), p. 21.

“Loses License.” Buffalo Courier-Express (11 April 1951), p. 17.

“Bingo Case.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 April 1951), p. 1.

“License Good until May 2d.” Buffalo Courier-Express (19 April 1951), p. 1.

“Appellate Bench Puts offi License Decision.” Buffalo Courier-Express (8 May 1951), p. 1.

“License Revoked.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 May 1951), p. 21.

“Plans to Raze.” Buffalo Evening News (25 July 1955), p. 1 c. 2.

Buffalo Evening News (26 July 1955), p. 21.

W.E.J. Martin. “Wreckers Drop Curtain, It’s Goodbye to the Gayety.” Buffalo Courier-Express (9 October 1955), p. B1 c. 3–6, p. B6 c. 3.

W.E.J. Martin, Buffalo Evening News (11 October 1955), p. 72.

“Answers.” Buffalo Evening News (29 August 1959), p. A5 c. 6.

“Answers.” Buffalo Evening News (3 April 1967), p. 26 c. 4.

David Lawrence and Debra Ludwig. Bravo Buffalo! Entertainment through the Years: 1983 Calendar (Buffalo: a publication of Arts Development Services, 1983), p. 5. [Special Collections: Oversize F 129 .B8 B317]

SOME PROGRAMMES:

Week of Monday, 18 May 1914. The Beauty Parade in a two-act musical burletta, Local Color.

Week of 8 November 1920: Ed. Lee Wrothe

Week of 27 February 1922: The Big Jamboree

Week of 5 March 1922: Harvest Time

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:
1914, THEATRES:
Gayety The W Huron and Franklin

1915, THEATRES:
Gayety The W Huron and Franklin

1916, THEATRES:
Gayety The W Huron and Franklin

1917, THEATRES:
Gayety The W Huron and Franklin

1918, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre The Pearl and W Huron

1920, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre W Huron and Pearl

1921, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre Pearl and Huron

1922, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre Pearl and W Huron

1923, THEATRES:
Gayety Pearl nw cor Huron

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Gayety Theatre 352 Pearl

1924, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre 352 Pearl

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Gayety Theatre 352 Pearl

1925, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre W Huron cor Pearl

1926, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre 352 Pearl

1927, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre 352 Pearl

1928, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre 352 Pearl

1929, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre 352 Pearl

1930, THEATRES:
Gayety Theatre 352 Pearl

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Feb 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
428
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron

Jun 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
428
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Taylor C T
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Seneca 428

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Taylor C T
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Taylor C T
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Seneca 428

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Taylor C T
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Feb 1917, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Jun 1917, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

Oct 1917, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

21 Jan 1918, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

20 May 1918, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
Pearl & Huron
Tupper 428

19 Oct 1918, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
Seneca 428

30 Jan 1919, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
Seneca 428

20 May 1919, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
Seneca 428

15 Oct 1919, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
Seneca 428

20 Jan 1920, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
Seneca 428

20 May 1920, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
Seneca 428

Oct 1920, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
Seneca 428

May 1921, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
TU pper-0428

10 Nov 1921, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
TU pper-0428

22 May 1922, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
SE neca-3376

12 Nov 1923, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
SE neca-3376

10 Nov 1924, THEATRES
Gayety Theatre
352 Pearl
SE neca-3376

