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Movies before the Nickelodeons

1896

Vitascope Hall, at the Edisonia Parlors in the Ellicott Building

Biograph at the Music Hall. The Buffalo Courier (Tuesday, 24 November 1896), p. 7, c. 3. The Buffalo Courier (Thursday, 26 November 1896), p. 10, c. 5. The Buffalo Courier (Friday, 27 November 1896), p. 6, c. 5.

Cinématographe, at 609 Main Street

1897

At the main library. “Amused the Artists.” The Illustrated Buffalo Express (Sunday, 14 February 1897), p. 14, c. 6.

Fritz and the Veriscope. The Illustrated Buffalo Express (Sunday, 6 June 1897), p. 13, c. 1.

1901

The Cineograph and the Mutoscope at the Pan‑American Exposition.

c. 1901?

Michael Shea exhibited motion pictures in a Pullman carxe "Shea’s Pullman car<T>Main<T>circa<T>1901<T>Fifteen–"

xe "Main<T><T>Shea’s Pullman car<T> circa<T>1901<T>Fifteen–" parked on the east side of Main Street, between Swan and Seneca Streets.

Edisonia Parlorsxe "Edisonia Parlors & Vitascope Hall<T>305 Main<T>1896<T>1897<T>Fifteen–"

xe "Main<T>305<T>Edisonia Parlors & Vitascope Hall<T>1896<T>1897<T>Fifteen–" & Vitascope Hallxe "Vitascope Hall<T>305 Main<T>1896<T>1897<T>Fifteen–"

xe "Main<T>305<T>Vitascope Hall<T>1896<T>1897<T>Fifteen–"
19 October 1896–1897

305 Main Street, basement of Ellicott Square Building

NOTE: The previous Edisonia Hall (1894–1896) moved to the Ellicott Square Building in 1896, at which time it changed its name. This is where the Buffalonians allegedly saw their first motion picture, Miss Jerry. This basement room was run by Mitchell and Moe Mark as a “phonograph parlor and a kind of a museum of electrical curiosities including the X‑ray machine, cameras, phonographs, and now the kinetoscope.” Exactly twenty years later, Mitchell Mark opened the first $1,000,000 movie palace, the Strand Theatre in NYC.

OTHER THEATRE WITH THE SAME NAME: Not to be confused with the later Edisonia Theatre on West Utica.

REFERENCES:

Terry Ramsaye. A Million and One Nights: A History of the Motion Picture through 1925 (New York: Touchstone, 1986; reprint of the 1926 edition), pp. 276, 674.

Ethel Hoffman. “Buffalo Saw First Movies in Edisonia Hall.” Buffalo News (15 April 1944).

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1897, THEATRES
Edisonia Parlors & Vitascope Theater 305 Main.

The Buffalo Courier (Sunday, 18 October 1896), p. 8, c. 6:

VITASCOPE  ( HALL

In Ellicott Square,

ELECTRICAL THEATER NOW OPEN.

Continuous Performances 10.30

A.M. to 11.30 P.M.

Cinematographexe "Cinematographe<T>609 Main<T>1896<T>1896<T>Fifteen–"

xe "Main<T>609<T>Cinematographe<T>1896<T>1896<T>Fifteen–"
15 December 1896–30? December 1896

609 Main Street

ARCHITECT OF ORIGINAL BUILDING: 


MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


CURRENT STATUS: A portion of the Radisson Suites and TGI Friday occupy this site.

REFERENCES:

THE BUFFALO COURIER

 (Monday, 14 December 1896), p. 7, c. 4: 

Cinematagraphe.
The citizens of Buffalo will this week have
the opportunity of seeing the greatest won-
der of the present age. The marvelous cine-
matagraphe, under the management of H.
J. Hill, will commence giving exhibitions at
No. 609 Main Street, Tuesday, December 15,
at 2 o’clock. It has been viewed by many
thousands at New York and Boston. Its
great reputation has preceded it.


The Buffalo Express

(Friday, 18 December 1896), p. 9, c. 2:

ENTERTAINING EXHIBITION.
One of the most entertaining places of
amusement in Buffalo to visit is the Cine-
matographe theater at No. 609 Main Street.
By the means of Mr. Lumiere’s wonderful
invention scenes from actual life are thrown
upon a large screen. The pictures are beau-
tifully clear and last for a considerable
length of time without repetition. In one
picture a line of French cuirassiers is seen
in the far distance. As the line draws near-
er you can see the horses coming at full gal-
lop, the men brandishing their sabers above
their heads. By the time the near fore-
ground is reached the horses are life-sized,
and they wheel to the right just as they
seem about to jump from the screen into the
theater itself. This is only one of the beau-
tiful scenes to be witnessed, but it serves to
give an idea what the rest are like. There
are continuous exhibitions at the Cinema-
tographe theater from 2 to 5.30 p.m. and 7
to 10.30 p.m.

The Buffalo Courier

(Saturday, 12 December 1896), p. 10, c. 5:

Lumiere’s Great Invention,

CINEMATOGRAPHE,

Opening on Tuesday, Dec. 15, at

609 MAIN STREET

(Above Chippawa).

Open from 2 to 5 every afternoon, and from
7.30 to 10.30 evenings.

Adults, 25c.
Children, 10c.


The Buffalo Courier

(Monday, 14 December 1896), p. 10, c. 6:

Opening To-Morrow (Tuesday)
AT 609 MAIN STREET

For a short season only, Lumiere’s Marvelous

CINEMATOGRAPHE,

The greatest wonder of the age. Wonderful
Motion Pictures, Surpassing all others. Con-
tinous exhibitions from 2 till 5.30 and 7 till 10
p.m. Adults 25c    Children 10c.

The Buffalo Courier

(Tuesday, 15 December 1896), p. 16, c. 6;
The Buffalo Express (Tuesday, 15 December 1896), p. 5, c. 7:

OPENING TO-DAY
AT 609 MAIN STREET

For a short season only, Lumiere’s Marvelous

CINEMATOGRAPHE,

The greatest wonder of the age. Wonderful
Motion Pictures, Surpassing all others. Con-
tinous exhibitions from 2 till 5.30 and 7 till 10
p.m. Adults 25c    Children 10c.

The Buffalo Courier

(Wednesday, 16 December 1896), p. 10, c. 6.
(Thursday, 17 December 1896), p. 12, c. 6.
(Monday, 21 December 1896), p. 10, c. 5.
(Wednesday, 23 December 1896), p. 12, c. 6.
(Friday, 25 December 1896), p. 10, c. 5.
(Monday, 28 December 1896), p. 10, c. 5.
(Wednesday, 30 December 1896), p. 12, c. 6:

NOW EXHIBITING at 609 Main St,

Just Above Chippewa.

AT 609 MAIN STREET

FOR A SHORT SEASON ONLY,
Lumiere’s Marvelous

CINEMATOGRAPHE

Wonderful Animated Pictures—the marvel of
the age. Open from 2.30 till 5.30 and 7 till 10 p.m.
Continuous Exhibition.    Adults 25c    Children 10c.

Essentially identical ad in

The Buffalo Express:

(Wednesday, 16 December 1896), p. 5, c. 7.
(Monday, 21 December 1896), p. 10, c. 5.
(Wednesday, 23 December 1896), p. 12, c. 6.
(Friday, 25 December 1896), p. 10, c. 5


The Buffalo Morning Express

(Monday, 21 December 1896), p. 8, c. 5:

Wonderful Cinematographe.

Lumiere’s marvelous Cinematographe today
enters on its second week at No. 609 Main
Street. The Cinematographe cannot be
spoken too highly of................................

That permission be and is hereby granted the White Sewing Machine Co. to erect a canopy awning, in front of store, No. 609 Main street, to extent [sic] from the door across sidewalk to the curbstone, under the supervision of the Commissioner of Public Works.

Referred to the Committee on Streets. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 2, Board of Aldermen, Monday, 15 January 1906, p. 220, c. 1.)

