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ire Department Confined Fierce Flames to the Upper Storics--
“Much Property Damaged by Water-Theatrical Company

. Saved Some Effects--Surrounding Buildings
Dama(red --Tne Drigin 2 \hslery---iiencf at

Nt

“h'lt was s the best. known thea-
ter west of New York, the Academy of
Music, in rui The interler was
complerely destray by fire at an eariy
heour this morning. Only

is

the walls that |

kave steod for neariy fifty years remain .

above the second story.

At 115 o'clsek Benjamin Barnes, 14
¥ears of age, going vut of a Mill street
ilizrd room, saw fdames issuing from

an upper rear window of the theater, He

ran to Exchange place and shouted fire. |

‘Polig@man John A. Tindell, whiie on
{Market street, at the same tlme saw the

. iAlzbv:rt ¥all, who conducts a
neh- wagon opposite the arcade.

Kenogg on: Front street, heard 'y
explosicn, and,;upon learning of 'the
nto! the Frtmt st.reet ﬁre depart-
eadquarters‘to awaken  the fires
They ware hustling to respond to

ran.
the alarms.

The fire depariment respcended prompe-
ly. Within ten minutes Irom the time

7es and ehunded an alarm from fire ]

the fire was discovered the Hayes Truck i
company frem Front street had its lad-
der raised at the side of the building and !

a stream on the fames. Other streams’

were at work in a remarkably short
time u ail sides of the building.

had sbrained ¢ headway.

he spreading |

terior of the upper story !

1

i

§

=0

sidenriy

il street
vered. The firemen !

3 ahead. A general !
alarm was turned in at once and Chief f
Maleom and his bactalion chiefs placed
the men to best advantage. Strong ef- |

win-

forts were made 1o . conflne ilie
fire to the wupper part _of q;,e
building, where it originated, and

to preiect the surrounding property, for
it wag plainly seen that the theater was |
doamed. Ladders were ran up on 2l |
sides and a srream of water was direct- !

=d from each upon the fames. Three '
lines of hose piayed from the roof of |
Reynalds arcads and four lines upon the |
raar of the buil

ng. 1
bun'(d fiercely. The interine -

The

The haeat

tensé, %
‘and eﬁ‘cetue

v. A dsiuge of water from

the ladders, the ground end the roofs of '
surrounding buildings in time had the:
In the face of danger!
from falling walls and cornices the firs- |

desired effect.
men fought hard. Chief 3Malcom kept
the  outer walls drenched with water and
thus increased the efficiency of these bar-
riers o th2 progress of the destructicn

The news that the Academy of Music

was burning attracted a remarkably
large crowad of peopie considering  the .
lateness of the hour. State, Mill and
Front streeis and Exchang2 place were
filled with people who pressed against
the repes which were guarded by police-
men. .

.+ Two hours. atter the fire was discovered |

the firemen had obtained the upper hand

“-and an-hour later the Aames were prac- |

The interfor of tho upper,story of the
building in which was the theater was }.
completely burned out. The second story
containing the ‘theater offices is in
ruins, aithough the flames did not reduce ||
all the wood work to ashes as they did
above. The fire did not reach the lower
floor which is occupied by saloonkeepevs, |
Lusiness places were drenched ]
ter, cousing much damage. i
izing the dangsr that menaced the ;
nd t‘xe crowds of peopi2 in the ’
¢ fire, the authorities sum-

fire a horse
He was removad

Kdward Angevine, of Hose 10, was in- ;
jured in the head, arms and shoulders !
by & piece of coralce which fell upon him
~while he was on a ladder. He wus |
“knocked to thd ground, a distance or'
twenty feet. An ambulance cnnveyed,
hin: to his home 39 Ravine avenue.

At S

o'clock this morning Chief Malcom f
few of his men gathered up i}
nes of hose and withdrew to |
. 'ute' seven hours of hard \'
reporter  wha !
went up into the ouH g found the ruing j
soaked with water which dripped freelyI
or ran in smail streams through the |
many aioons telew. The !
al inches of water. |
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lorm "t i“d‘lcate 16edtion -and Manas
ger Cook's n.cms were thers in outline, -

The wide staitway -2 ma!u er\trance;

is intoel, o
Crowds of ;:c.)p! d t).\e cuine
niorning. Businéss :mﬂ ‘prefessionnl
on ihe woy to their offices left the cars
at the Arcale at Exchange piace and
we\wd ike damage. Among these was
Fo«ter Warner, the well known archl-
i oi a Post

tms |
men |

condi '“h»y have 5to ad ‘he t
The ;as: walf 'fs. sprung very st
near the Lop, at “fhe cénter where ‘
heavy COrnice’ regts without. other 5un-
port. The est wali appears ta have +
sprung in Jeaving.a' cyaek at; the réar §
where an I, gdjoined. It s 2 wmatter og
wonder that tke old walls 30 well with
stocd the metion of the fames. Wy,
just fook -at the. buildings. wast of-the’
theater, Not g window is eracked, vot a”
corsice scorched On'afl sides the build-
ings were cioge to ‘the theater, yet not:a

particle of damage was done, them, This
speaks well for thé: Avork-of the firehieh,
of course, ‘but-it i3 a standing argumént ;i

in fasor of theé construction of walls with

comparatively small and few. openings.
The long narrow windows far apart Teft |
massed of brick wall to confine the flam2s. (!
and the hesal:. The ;plasters ot brick at’
fraquent mterva.ls in” the \valls, greatl_;
e wallg and ex)

Aanager (,ock ‘Lnyslle Cannot Accéant’
12} g the Fire.

To & Pust “'{press reporter \Ianaf-cr
Cook said thiz morning: [ cannot ae- |
i count for the fire. I left the theatsr at
11 o'clack last night’ ‘At thet time abl®
the employees had-Ileft the building ex- .
cept the .man whose duty it is to !ack'
the doors.  There was no waichman fax
the building as there was lttle chanee
for fire. Thére was no fire in the build-
ing last night except in the basement and |
the destruction began on the third floor.
It is strange that the fire should havet
obtained sueh ‘Hezdway before it was
discovered.. There is a mystery about its |

origin.’ I eann understand it How."”
£, the firemen with whom, &
quld not, (say

f Congresa H
thr: first one theater after thé fir
was discovered, and was
followed by Howard Morgan, who has
eharge of the butlding. Mr. Lord sz2id that
the theater waa unlocked and that he
and Mr., Morgsn penetrated to the por-
cion directly under the stage W vhich, whilé
filled with. smoke, was nat yet afire, the
flames being apparentiy in the ilies and
on the siage proper. They were dn:ren
| out by the smoke, pearly suffocated.

immediately |

{ The gressing rooms in use were those di-
rectly under the fire and there was no
chanes (o save any ¢of the property.

In the box office safe was abunl
the re .Apta of recent performances.

31006

b yses powder In an exy ¥
: play is rogarded as a poss
tion of the starting of the fire
explosion heard just before the flume

wers dlsco"ared
'mz. wzx.nn's LOSS

‘Reach sS0,000—InsurPd for $28,000
—AJessment.

of the burned ;

©.20 o'clock |

May

Samuel Wilder, owner
puilding, arrived at the fire at
merning. He =aid
ssed at §126,000.
z a0 §40,000.
Tntil a year ago he carried insur
230,000 on the building. Then he

the properiy was .
He valued the build-

t
ance of |
cut ic i

will ms.k(‘ Mr.
it may reach p

|
{

P
i

i

%



?ATIACHES. T

amusemenw aNd | rede

+ the birth of Jan

night:at - ,‘.nacgle ha,} SNew. ¥

makt alway> be interesting.
A Bit of History.

1 wnen the population of the city, ws:

fits'for worthy causes attracted: ‘the so
cially eléct within her “walls; a.nd fra

of various kinds were there conducted
{ to help the Union cause, In the mem-

“.. these gatherings, together with those
of gatherings of other types, mal\’—ya
a uf‘ﬂsctlon rare and precxous :

‘Seward’s Ficdey Speech,

thian hall that William H. Seward
ve his “irrepressible = con#ic”

* form, and which includéd Bavard
“* Tayler, Robert Ingersoll, Henry Ward
yBeecher, “Artemus Ward” and all the
other celebrities of their day.

- OLDBUI LD NG

CORINTIHAN HALL ONCE CENTER !
L OF CITY'S BEST ACTIVITIES,

WHEN - JENNY  LIND  CAME,

tian -focoy
The eglebrati ol of the centépaty of
¥y land, “ihe Swedi
Nightingale,” which wos observed lus

vy

'=ramme of wox't.hy é’&ert’s thag “hns
hung ground the hxstqry 0f the oriz-
ina} Corinthian hall, & g‘amour that

Corinthian hall was huilt on'the =site b
of two framge engine Youses, those ol f
] Rescue 1 and Catardct 4 of the old b

volunteer fire depariprent, at a time

. abott 120,800, but when'the folk wep

years'but. it was the enter;of ‘YI‘J.‘J]}
‘social affazirs that’ atiracted vhe hest
‘etement of Rochester gpciety.~ Bene-

ternal and other associations® -held
their banqueéts and- festivals there. The ]
pancramas popular for many vca.r.s
following the Civil war were shown
‘in the hall, and what is said to have
been thé first woman suffraze mass
meeting was held there. During the |
Civil war, bazaars, fairs and benefitsh

.- nries of the older men and women of!
... the city there hangs many a tale of;

it was from the Stage of the Carin-|.

~speech: one of a long line ¢f speakers |
. who presented their appeals to the!
Rochester public from the same plai- §

heﬂ
43, naye. echoed
cof Jenny Lmd. eus

5" :
ientalists who wers their peers -in
helr own provinces of the reaim of
music.  Again. to name those who
sing or played from its stage =ould
be like giving the roster of the greati:
musiciang of ths times, and for the
' grae that came afier them as long asi.
f‘orimhian nem com!nued as the aity's

irg .
- i b

there th"ough
Atth eum and &Iecnamc:asa‘oci.xdan
arfic many of the great men oCCupy ;
ng -the lecture platform for a long
period of years. There are people ir\.{'
Reéhester who  remember  whenj
Ralph Walde Emerson, Weadell Phii-l
"lips, Oliver Wendel] Holn Horacs
Creeley and Frederieck Dougiass spoke
i the course, And then. ihere werel
thé". Philbarmonic concerts conducied
. by Professor, Henrl Appy :with Mrs

was ‘for thé" 22
inent of the vmu!.i—o
f.ﬁ pureha&*ets vm._s X Oth

at high prices, while the sireets, not
only adjacent, but at some distancc.
were fllled with silent crowds: how
well they were rewarded may be
judged from the siatewient, appareni-

notes of the great Swede in her famous

Elm street and at the corner of Ciin-
ton a.nd Andrews straets.

o celebnty who ever
cas has aroused- sucb en:huvla.sm, far
h~ “was the first ‘European ﬁwonte in
visie the United. Stdtes in the hey-da8y
of her. fame. Many - favorites had
coiie hefore ‘they had-attained fame,
; or after they had reached thz twilight
ot thexr popularity, but Jenny ‘Iu’l';”
t H )

‘ \;.dw fhe | ﬁ:tu;?" ;Olzzee:r‘n&rlrirfnt;w ij ‘name it The Atuenasum,” a. Tay
trom ans qrfn lh.‘.he sang in Castle then popular  fov  such gather
: g:;}clla:x ?.m!;if t;'Le hual conoert almost piaces, but two fire Corinthlan  col-

Wﬂ‘;am A

the Lind concert. " Henry Scarle wus

ng

naAmME - Was

1y well authentxcated that some of the |

+“Feho Song” were distingtly heard on {

CCorinthian, hai “uuH goatl
3109, bur 1,600 crowded-into Jit for|.

the architect: It had becn intended to

mns had been peced at Lht pack ofl.’

- LA 'I'riumbha! l’mgréSs. hanged to tae C‘uﬁ“thian Entrance
‘ahe was the object of all kinds of to the hali was irem (wo d‘oor; at t':m
.. attentions, poets sang of her, critics : ‘jl_d‘ uf the stage oy raiged platic

& K neo
30 that persons enfering fuced the o
were: profuse in their adulatien, and 9o i pot but

everything was s¢ much Jenny Lindj =~ dience.  The Hoor"was on o ie

ng ihe sides there were four or ‘!\L
tiers. of slationary seats One old acy
‘ghumt rvefers to ‘these. geats as vsofus,
| The stage was a Shalew recess or al-

that there came near a surfeit. Some-j
: ORE wl"it ng of that pe"md sald that if
the t,op.io on which a company Wwerg,

i s railroads, it was surel: - )

Ry LS" g “3 e ST o cove, wix.h & curtxin of -F&d darnask,;

. : ‘fanzing from a gilded cornice.
H .- . N .




- FESTIVAL IN CORINTHIAN HALL.

. Corinthian hall, which oceupied the site of Corinthian theater, Corinthign and Mill streets, as it appéared in. the interior
ind sang theére July 22-24, 1851. The hall was opencd June 28, 1847, and at once hecams the center of the social-ife of th
Meture the hall is set for a banquet. The raised seats at the sides were fixed, but in the body of the hall the seais were remg at wil}
o acrommodate balls and banquets. The picture is reproduced by The Post Express from.a wood cut logned by. William “H: Fames, re-
ired mail carrier, of 21 South street. The original cut was made from a daguerrentsmertaken bv a Mr; Whitdey. v, -0 B -

g properc W
Sarnuel Wilder,” whe added  n
dress circle and gailery seating
people. The place ‘opened us
Academy of Music in Sepiember. 1874,
Daly’s company . presenling ; Agnes!

... BRooth and James Lewls as stars  in

: 18 e “Engaged.”. The

" Fire Burns Out Interior.
One rof the 1easeés of the property

was Arthur Leutchford, 'who ran it as On the morning of December™ 201}
.. g theater foér fofr years. After that} 1898, a,—fire brol_(e out on tht stage,[
" it™was known -as H. R. Jacob's thea-| and the interior was wrecked. After

% ter for eight years or migre, and in} that it was rebuill and hecame a bur-|
1893, Louis Cook, connected with thell lesque house’ and more! recently has
| fheater in variods cgpacities for twen-; gone back- inte the straight dramat
T ty-six years.'beca‘gne manager for Mr. )l line. AR
Wilder. LR -

AR




‘the

n alf & cmzu.ry the Academy o7
Mx.slc kno'-"n in the ol@ days as Corin-
thian Eai, and now in ruins
center: of entnrmmment. It was :ih-
olrlezt tbgsb.r in the ci:y‘ ¥rom its his

G
Mme, ¥ drietta Albonl with Ardm
the Slumese ‘Twins, P.T. Barnum, M
Macresdy, ~ Adelaide  Phillips, Louis
Gottgealk, Thalberg and Piceolomini:

In 1865 Samuel Wilder bought Corin-
thian Hall from Willlam A. Reyunolds.
In exchange for it he gave large blocks .,
of stock in. the Russc-American Tele-
graph Company. . Soon afterward ths’
Atlantic cable 'was successfully laid and-
Russo- Amerlcan eompany's plana
wers abandoned.

In 1878 Mr. -Wilder rechrlstened and

. recongtrugted. the old hall “which then

5]
[ Jacobg
. wWere

“they

Academy of Muslc -and was

pe‘nmg at ‘actxun

& Proetor nd later H. R: Jacobs
he lessees. :They foccupied  the i
theatef for eight years:a_nd a half. After
%tired,j]',oizis C. Cook, who had {l
been Mr: Wilder's representative for
‘mary years,” became the manager and
_he heX that position when the old thea-
. ter wa destroyed this morning.
' Tmdf H. R. Jacobs’ management tha
Acad ¥ became a popular price thea-
"ter, tp first in Rochester, When Mr,
Wllde} aksured control of the house in |
1594 }. continued the. popular prie
pf.mcy‘ Tne present season so far had

o

' hs&(m

. of thr.-(world have held more great sing-

i
!
t
|

he of the most ;successful in tha
of the theater under the popular
price 3lan.

In £ recent historical review of the
playhouses of Rochester, George M. ITl-
woad said:

« 1 “ery much doubt If anywhere in the
“ur!d‘ certainly not in  America, there
standing, within which, |
nother, have ‘beenr .zegn
any people dxstmguishgd
in eviry branch of art, sciemce. and let-
ters. Many of the great opera houses

TS; ..any theaters, more great players;
nany parilaments and senates, moare
rearorators; but when awve reflect that
cros, ‘the narrow platform, for more
han 1 guarter of a century, every-school

®

DUQ:}

e

the a'd*}‘ of thcsr- yem

d~$a 18 hwmrv, Mr. EI
i En;rax&:t o tae kall was b2
: the

right. and lert,
-
andivxce feom Was (mtcred by deorways

instezd. of {rom the rearas is common.

raised safas,

than these in front. ' The stage was a

‘simple :piztform, at the back .0f..which |
was d s‘mlia% recess or alcove, curtained |
Addwa; :(mm “fonr to euning' with red |

‘darnag
corn!
twvo superblv mode‘eu Covinthlan
am

-beautlfu} examplss of Greek .art.. The
‘buliding  was -originally called. *“The
Athenasum,” bui on the day before ihe
apening gpon consultation with some of
‘the leading - citizens,  Mr. sReynolds de-
cided to- christen 1t Cm"nthian hatl,
name be‘ng sugg#sted by the amreman-
tioned column.,
The
poccupied, on the right as you ascended
’ .the stairs, by the reading room and l-

L brary of the Athenaeum, and on the left |

by- the :law llbrar;, offices and by his-

i Lhe | ) 4

hospitality "of -its genlal hest, - Intd this
cozy litile retreat the favored few were |
Lalmost nightly Invited, after the enter-

| talnment upstairs, tecture or .= concert,
stars of the evening and pass an hour,
sometimes, it may be said, several hours,
> in social intercourse, musie, song and
story. It ls only a memory now, Few of
the younger generation have heard of it,
but to such as were amopg the fortu-
nate ones, the recollection and associa<
tions of “No. 77 will ever linger, recall-
ing delightful hours.

The hall had a seating capacity of
about eleven -or twelve ‘hundred, as
shown by the diagrans but'when, a3 wag
often the case at popular lectures. and
casions, ‘Mr. Reynolds and his

123 I-Fleming and .

the narrow turaing eta.irwayd it was
{hrough Divine mercy alone that there
was never an zlarm of fite or a paniz
in the boilding in those days, else Roch-
ester would have been called upon to
mourn hundreds of Its bravest and fair-
est.

The hall was opened with an evening
of formal dedication on June 28, 1849.
From that day it became the scene o
ail  the leading entertainments. The
smaller halls were deserted, one after
another closed and was forgotten, or
st fell into "innocuous desuetude.” To
give anything like a  chrenological
cummary of the entertainments of which
:ul was the theater, during the
iiowad, would be impossibia ¢
ed to me. Oniy tha
n of a few of the mast
. is all that can be at-
:empted. and T shail be done.

One of the earliest memorable happen-
ings, associated as it 18 with Rochester's
history,” was the first public exposition
of  spirit-rappings, “the  Rochester
Knockings,” as it was called elsewhere
on November 14, 1843,

The moenth of Juiy, 1851, was one thai
must always be printed in red letters
in the mubu al anrnals of this city, In
the first week came the first grand con- §
that had ever

cert, except Ole Bull's,
peen given here by Madam Anna Bishop,

accompanied by several lesser lights.
or farae had preceded her to such an
nt that on her arrival, the day be- .
the concert, she was met at L’m‘

t and Action ‘Sent ‘its choicest
is ;

Fatiway exterdmg
iag and” dividing

froma which the

onedthér side of the sisge, so that one
cime into the hail faciug the audience |
-t

The Hoor was on a lével, scated with |

mmao i¢ settees, while, extendmg around
the outside of the hall, Were six rows of
each . Yer a little higher ||

rileres guppofted by a gilded |
At the baek ot the stage stood |

r‘ol- g
«, copied from those of the tomb of |
Lysicrates, one of the purest ard rmost |

the |

second floer ot the bullding was |

0om for many. Years |
Jigh ]

was over, to meet the raigning star or f

|

{

at !

the manth was ashered in by the great-
sest musieal event in our history, the two

nway to the L gle hotez

;,-of ‘the disappoint:

to her hotel. ’L‘he coleeFt,
ays, the sdveriliement, of,
ond u’pera, partly. ix cos- )

|

fotlswed 'by some ot our -modern ugh:

opeéra compq wtes, 1 we may baiisve th»r
postera. The kcond week was marked
by M:zdam

‘aria, Maurlc_e
“inttial ventute
hers and he w33 50 pleasea with his re-~ |i
‘geption - that Rochester. bedame one of i
his  fevorite stands  and - hitcer  he
broughtiin the years to coeme, 2li of his '
atiractlons. Strakosch appeared him- f
geif In. this programme, did also
wife., Madam Amaliz St oh,
est.  of “the: gifted Patti fomily.
tickets were placed, for the first ume, at ;|
$2. The house was rather o siim one, ag- |
though an editorial next day informs us
that the “audience scemaod pleased with
alj theupieces. A reception was given ?
the gext evening, at which the price was
redaced to $1. and the house was fiilled.
After this followed another cencert by
the Irrepressible Butchlnsens, way
of ‘contrast, and then, the third week of

X

concerts, on the 22d and 4tk of July, by
-Jenny Lind, fresh from her unprecedens
Aed triumphs. in New York. She arrivéd t
on the 9fst;"leaving the cars at tiwe foof gi
of Goodman streef, we learn, in orider
o dvold the troublesome {hrong of sight- §
gagrs, and was driven by aroun i
"‘h‘e .
d 2

Gart,
Q wnes that the sale of
meats foF the second ¢oncert was had by
enction in the halli on.thke. ir'texw Ying
day, bigh premlums being paid in wrny
cases for choiece, The great singer ’
acdomparnied by the pi tto q\)l’:‘ .
schmidt, whom she afterward m ied.
by Jeseph Burke, the grear violinist, and f
by Bellett, tenor. She sang “Come to |
Him,” fram the Messiah. an ia from
“Sumnpambula,” duo from Rossini with |
Belietti, *"The Bird's Song,” “Comin’
thro” the Rye™ and her celebrated “Echo
"Sopg,” in which she has never Le"n ap-
proached.
‘On the.second evening

sho sang an

aria from “Der | Freischultz.’ “'Casta
rom &'Norma,”’. the “Tyrclean

ith Belletti, the “Gypsy Song,”

“ Mmmtainners - Song,” and “Hom2 j

et Ho e“ Both evenings were hot |
the hall were, of
i@ narrew | strests
ere. densaly ‘pag
- window 16

anxlous were they to catch every note ;
of the great cantatrice that the sil
of this vast throng.was so p"ofm:n
to be almest painful. It is also so
1y said that the “Tcho Song”

tinctly heard at the ccoraer of
and Andrews gtreats and ag

r2 then!

street. There were no (T
On the day between the t concerts
Jenny Lind was induced 1o visit the stu-

in the Arco

wa

dlo of Appleby,
her daguerreotype
artist. If that rictur
ence it should be ow
cal society. Af:
singer, about
mad, was ralle'

¢ and ¢

enthusi .
From thig date until the time I have
fixed in my mind as a stopping point,

: ‘the Siamese Twins came and went—to-
“ gether . P.T. Barnum gave a lecture for
" the benefit of the Female Charitable sa-
clety, Lola Montez lectured. The Peak
Family of Swiss Bell Ringers apnear d

matic reading,
heard in a tran
“The Thusness
kindred pnase of
Fhilosophy. Mus
ti came twice, Little -
little longer new and her
in sweetness and powar.
1853 brought Madam Sonta

Z

with Faut



with mat gmrd orchastyn; .

‘this’ time mecompanied, his first ap
ance here, by Rion;ard Hoffman,
“panist of our day.

tt

&:
ih one of ker many Taréwell tours w‘-" n

_ she-cohtinued until 2 very advancsd ngo. |
SThis was closely ToHowed by Madam La-:
‘Grange, with her first came Louds Gatt-
a.".d

scoaik, that breaker of - strings
o hearts. Dempster’'s : last - vigit.
Pyne & Harrison Opera company.
Julw, 1886; then Thalberg, and to a
" masterly touch than his the ivory
naver résponded. He was accomjpai
- by Thersse Parod!, dadam Pattl, N
,'a.rd Mollenhauer. That was an eve
: tn be remembered. The record of
jne of artists closes swith the graceiul
oxﬁlme the sweet face and the superh.
i nant voice of Piccolomial, on t‘xe geh
R ay of February, 1853 ~ °F
s, ¢ ¢ ‘Blwood sald this mornlng. © 1
,Ihi‘le seen the theater pucked from dgor
oor;, the aisles filled with -people ln
fre. and twice under such condide
rm of fire has beer turned in lo-‘
ha wiiding. At one time when Daven- 3
t g “uﬂnck were . playlng, & gas |
reath the’ stage leaked and . fee |
.st arg. i pein. sight of the nudience, |
o bEE hrough Davenport’s coolness, the!
alidience was kept in check until the!
'ﬂcmes were extinguisbed.”
Tt was aboul ten yedrs ago that Aar-
: ‘sha!l P.. Wilder made his first appeara
‘in “Rachester at the Academy of Music.
nder the ausaices of the old Rochester
aper gulld, the predecessor of thei
The -enteriainment;
4 H R Jacobs,,
ted:
1e nd,
ing ‘there
ok - part in- the pro-|
; . One of -the most fashlonable
‘gudiences ever seen in Rochester assam-!
vbled at the Academy that afternoon Lo
grest the immitable litile humorist and
“to do honor to the neswspaper men. . Thers
’are nio reserved seats and "."n‘ssL coma.
first served,” was the rule. The resuit
as that the house was crowded to thz
oors and that the ‘‘abode of the galiery
‘eods” was occupied by ladles in fash-
onable costumes and costly jewelry |
pe .l&cadem.»Y gallery has never sines
jeen, graced by such an andience. Y—: i
wot that enter tammqnt was practically |

the last occasion on wnich the Academy l
4.

a1
wt

hav= ta.ken .plaoe there i The, first time
‘that he came to Rochestér was in 1851,
.shen Jenny Lind gave her famous con-
certs in the Academy, then- calied Corin-
“thian hall. Rod-ester at that. time was
too small 2 town to be favored with mu-
| si¢ from Mr. Appy's violin, as he was re-
| ceiving $150 per night, and only played in
cities, A second violinist, a Mz, Buck.
was considerad.good enough for Roches-
ter ik those early days. The first time
that Appy did play in Rochester” was

when Madame Bostwick, the American
Nightingale, gave her concert at Corin-
thian h::!l

In the Iy £0's Mr. ADPDY
Roa }“‘5[«—“ te dirzct a large chorus.
1866 he organized the Philnarmenic club,
which in 1868 commenced to gi con-
certs in Corinthian hall. After mzt dare
he gave many concerts in the old hall
not oniy with the club but also indivi-
dual violin recitals ;

Mir. Appy €4¥s that when Corinthian .
kall was simply a squqre ropm, it was
‘the best concert hall {ii tHe gtate: "But
when it was changed to ‘an opera hou
and was re-named Academy of Music,
acoustic properties were ruined. “The
seats and gallery drove the tones of the
violin back against the curtain,” he says,

“and smothered them.’

Afr. Appy says-he heard Jenny Lind
say to Williamn A. Reynolds that she had
never sung in a hall in which the light-
est ot could‘be heard as well as in
the old Corinthian hall i

came to
In

LThen I—"amdi, Lwice f

Viaft 5t 3. ckéus.

Av-mur Luetchferd. who was for seve
vears mahager of “the “Adsdemy.” this
morning reczlied that Richard Fleminy,
who was once Mortimer_F Re}nclux

right Eand mab, was alsn wanager of old
Corinthian hall for a long time. JMr
Pleming was succesded by Rickard Hal

Ioway. Whi Mr. Fleming w&a3 B
charge of Corinthian hall Charles Dick-
en3 vi America and anpeared in the
pig ¥r. Fleming was a doilege

L

maute of the famous novelist in En"
i and the two had an excgedingly pleasant
P raunion Mr. Dickens reached Rochésier
"in the morning of -the ‘day on which he

ra*s  neminikcetces—

ral

was to appear and went directly to rhe !

theater where he and Mr. Fleming pass
ths day in trn famous “‘dreasing-room’’
recalling Tem ences of college’ &
Those who ars ghle to recalt the inei
deat say that ericigh good colfege&iories
were related to make a =e<‘onu eduwn (v:
« Tom. Brown's School Days.” 7.0

53 earnestly were old times recuded
that -Mr. Dickens suzggested .th“ they
send out and purchase & beefsteak and
otier necessarvies for a dinner, a la «ol-
dege days, and EIOK (E TR HSEres. (The
sugzestion préviilell afid ke %o defnn-
strated thoraughly that they could “still
cook as weli as Some of the attaches
who were invited te the feast say that
the menu providsd would delight the
gastronorﬂc msnncts of Eplcure himself,

4

Board would have charméd,

school and the

exorclses were held in th

OLD COMMENCEMENT DAYS.

Gradunticg Exercises Used

Unlversity's
10 Takes flaco al (:0|‘luthinu I nll.

“The Academy fire takes away a huild-
ing whic wiil always remain in the
memory of the older graduates of the

alumnus this morning, as he

haired
watched the workmen among the ruins

of the burmed out theater. “In the old
days, wa¥ back in the time of the other

hall, itiuse to' be. the Scene of the com-
mencement, exefcises of the college each

W h*la Lh‘* ﬂigh{‘s of eloquence inspired L.yt

of Bochester,’ said a white |

hen the Acadcmy was Corinthian '

June.- ‘1 remember.so well how the trus- .

amfmm .&nd - undergrad-
in g long, solmn pro-

; T
ati 4028 100K plads
in a‘brack gown would ha d-sut-the- ai-
plomas and the auaXence ould ‘sing the
‘Doxology.””

The cc’nmercement exercises of the
university were held at ‘Corinthian hali

into the '¥Us.

AN BISTORIC SITE. -

Prosiofilce arnd Fire Ilouses Once Stcod
’X!\rx‘(:—?\la g (.'hnuges.

The site occupied by the Academy of
Mugic is an historic one. Frank Van
Dorn, one of Rochester's authorities on

ietory of the city, told a Pust
ro-day that he was fa-
yperty from 1843, At
Dorn was in busine
e, and well ac-
iiam A. Reynolds,
On the southeast
te was a two-story frame

was

corner or L
building, the first struciure erected in i
Rochestervme This was forraerly a ho-

tel and postoffice, having been. built by
Abelard Revnolds on Buffald street; now
Jlain street. It was moved back to Bu-
gle ailley. new Iixchange place, before
the Arcade iwas built. When the Acad-
emy, or Corinthian hall, was built, the
old DOSLOﬁCt_ building was removed to
Sophia strest by Mr. Reyneolds, and it
still stands opposite Central chureh en-
closed by brick walls. The other build-
ings on the property.  were two fire
houses, Rescue 1 and Cataract 4. Both
had old fashioned engines, of the man-
o \(\l» sperated by hand brakes.
s had to go to make
an hall

E
|
{
at

T ReyReius

-oadr, Van Duln.sata 1y
51d B d:.a e A

'“he hau ras well bv.ﬂt the walls *sexng
put ap to Y, builders. asédts' sny.
Thalr strength Was evidéncéd at the fire
last night. They G1d noit crumbleor fall
-day they appeat a8 solid as éver.
i first huiit the Rochester Athen-
s ast onducted g .lecture course in the
h:!! Among the noted ieatiyrers were
r Wendell Holmes, Palp"n Waldo
on. George Willlam Curils and
; Ward Beecher. Daniel . Webster
£mm the gallery of the z\rcade but
not fromh Lhe Corinthisn Stzge ad it is
 sometimes’ detlared. Wheg - Jenny Lind -
sanz Mr. Van Dorr heard her from the
oot gt the 'Aroade. It, wis *in summer)
Ralf-Windot

ws we 5¢n. 1 Al of
‘-divssvarmngesl «chala, o

tiers on the ¥oe 4 sold’ the séaty at
gond prices. ' ¥ \'zm Dorn recatled see-
ing a msan urduﬁe a seai on the curb
' ‘ot'g boy:for six seats. The

surrouriding strests an
T HE TS (sEyeTal Yrowmpds.
Duylng &rithe samtan covnmiseion
held a bazaf o the hall for the benéflr
of the soldiers. It was-a successtal and
largely attcnded affair

ACIORS WERE SAD

" “ heel ot roa-tune” Con:pany Wntchod
¢ Bains with \loumfux Looks

=tmd ‘about .in’ atittudes of such tom~
pidte deféction that you could spot them

every time. I saw ocne pretly young wo-
msn in. a swell outfit watching. the
wrecked building with eyes which naver
-left the front entrance. She was perfect-
ly oblivious to everyihing els I jvon-
j dered -if she had any other «own teft
i beside, fHé one she was wearing.”

A member of the company ‘said he had
heard ‘thac all’ of the trunks had mot
been destroyed. Ile was not aompletaly
relieved, however, for ke did aot know
w hether his ‘'were among the saved or
(figther said thar he had always
beed Afraidithat the name of the Hlay
world be' a thoodoo. “The wheel of for-
night all
otgh, hé ebserved with 2 sad,
note K - his vo}ce

tane took, one big. turn last
right
it ik 25

asked Samuei V‘x]der as to his plans re-
-garding the A ma.demy of Music prouerty. )

“I cannot yet tali wh t will be done {i
with the properts,” 2d Mr. Wilder. ||
“The underwriters n'll adjust the Ioss )
next Tuesday. Tn seantime every
ent from fall-.
“The wost wall

ing w‘:ﬂls‘wx‘.l bat .

has sprung in con bly and I fear

that a high wind wr blow it in.” .
“Do you expct to build ancther theater |

on the property?” i
No: I do nat. I cannot v :
ever, what will be done.”

i ¢ may come
thin a fow years. would greatly im-
prove a il the surrounding vroperty. The
traffic of the city Is already too great for
the Tour (:omere. An copening  from
Main -Streetito Mili street would rellev

resent conditions.”

“Do you think the walls of the bumcd
building can be pressrved?” ;

“I doubt that they can” i

“If anotier theatsr were bailt, the
present structure coth not be used un-
der the present building law, could it?”

“How is that?”
. “The law now requires that theaters
shall be on the ground oot

“Well, T am glad to kKnow
first thing I asked early
when I was notified that

that. The
morning
Academy

this

PURToM
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ATHIINIICUM BUILDING.

Corinthian Hall—Rochester’s Famous Old Forum and Music Hall.

Reproduced from the Frontispiece in the 1866 CATALOGUE OF THE
ROCHESTER ATHENAEUM AND MEcHANICS AssociaTiON LiBRARY
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