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seq 12\hVAUDEVILLE THEATRES

Shea’s Music Hall (ABANDONED)

1895

515 Washington Street

ARCHITECTS: Bethune, Bethune &Fuchs

CURRENT STATUS: 


REFERENCES:

“Shea’s New Theater. Arrangements for Building It Are Completed. Mr. Shea and Others Have Gone to Koster & Bial’s to Get Ideas for Importation.” Buffalo Daily Courier 50, no. 29 (Tuesday, 29 January 1895), p. 5, c. 5.

Exterior. “Shea’s Proposed Music Hall.” Buffalo Daily Courier 50, no. 69 (Sunday, 10 March 1895), p. 11, c. 3–5.

“Shea Branches Out. In Possession Now of the Old John Seifert Saloon. He May Have a Roof Garden There This Summer—Work on the New Music Hall to Begin Soon.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 95 (Friday, 5 April 1895), p. 5, c. 5.

“Mr. Shea Will Build. A New Theater to Be Erected by Him Immediately.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 97 (Sunday, 7 April 1895), p. 12, c. 4.

“515 Washington st, 3-story theater; cost, $150,000; o, Fuchs Bros; a, Bethune, Bethune & Fuchs; b, not let.” Engineering Record, vol. 31 (2 February 1895), p. 179.

“505–15 Washington st, 4-story br business block; cost, $30,000; o, E G & W L Fuchs; a, Bethune, Bethune & Fuchs; b, contracts not let.” Engineering Record, vol. 32 (6 July 1895), p. ix. 

“Floors Fell In. More of Fuchs Bros.’ Building Collapsed. What Is the Matter. No One Seems Able to Account for the Structural Weaknesses—Workmen in Imminent Danger—Investigation Necessary.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 356 (Sunday, 22 December 1895), p. 15, c. 1.

“Building Inspection. Revision of Buffalo’s Construction Laws.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 361 (Friday, 27 December 1895), p. 6, c. 1–2.

Casino Palm Gardenxe "Casino Palm Garden<T>164 Pearl<T>1897<T>1897<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Pearl<T>164<T>Casino Palm Garden<T>Pearl<T>1897<T>1897<T>Thirteen–"
1897

Shea’s Garden Theatrexe "Shea’s Garden Theatre<T>164 Pearl<T>1898<T>1905<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Pearl<T>164<T>Shea’s Garden Theatre<T>1898<T>1905<T>Thirteen–"
1898–1905

Garden Theatrexe "Garden Theatre<T>164 Pearl<T>c.1906<T>1920<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Pearl<T>164<T>Garden Theatre<T>c.1906<T>1920<T>Thirteen–"
1906?–1920

Empire Theatrexe "Empire Theatre<T>164 Pearl<T>1920<T>1922<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Pearl<T>164<T>Empire Theatre<T>1920<T>1922<T>Thirteen–"
1920–1922

Garden Theatrexe "Garden Theatre<T>164 Pearl<T>1922<T>1928<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Pearl<T>164<T>Garden Theatre<T>1922<T>1928<T>Thirteen–"
1922–1928

164–170 Pearl Street, nr Niagara Street

ARCHITECT OF CASINO SKATING RINK: 


ARCHITECT OF A. CUTLER & SON’S: 


ARCHITECTS OF CASINO PALM GARDEN: A.R. Mink & Son

MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 10-piece orchestra

ORGAN: ¿¿¿¿¿¿¿¿Barckhoff, purchased in 1911, blower serial number 8720K, ½HP, 3"WP??????. David L. Junchen, in The Encyclopedia of the American Theatre Organ, vol. 1, p. 54 mentions that this organ was sold to the Eastern Vaudeville Co. of Buffalo. I have been unable to trace any reference to such a company. But then Charles S. Illingworth, in “Buffalo Theatres—1898 to 1908” (Niagara Frontier 6, no. 2, Summer 1959, p. 44), in writing on burlesque at the Lafayette and the Garden, states that there were “two wheels, or circuits, the Columbia or Eastern and the Empire or Western. At one time Buffalo had two burlesques each week, one at the Lafayette, the other playing at the Garden.” The telephone directories sometimes listed this theatre not as the Garden but as the Columbia Amusement Company.

NOTE: First were animal shows on the empty lot. Then there was a Casino Skating Rink (which offered a public performance; see below), which was later converted into A. Cutler & Son’s furniture store and then into a theatre, originally announced as the Variety Pavilionxe "Variety Pavilion<T>164 Pearl<T>1897<T>1897<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Pearl<T>164<T>Variety Pavilion<T>1897<T>1897<T>Thirteen–", and initially run by M.S. Robinson. Brick with metal cornice. Called the Casino Palm Garden because of the potted palm trees lining the walls. Shea bought it and removed the palms. He had a 10-piece orchestra under the directorship of Henry Marcus.This was his second vaudeville venture. Influenced by the Edisonia Parlor, he began to show films here. First projectionist here was Al Becker, later of Becker Theater Supply Company. Every big foreign novelty act that toured the U.S. first appeared here under Shea. Became a burlesque house after Shea sold it and moved vaudeville to the Court Street Theatre. Run by William Graham in 1914. Converted into a garage in 1928. Torn down in 1935.

CURRENT STATUS: A parking ramp is on this site.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1913), vol. 1 p. 10.

R:90 S-3 vol. 2 p. 352.

R:95-6 R-5 vol. 1 pp. 79–81.

“Proposed Theater. It is said that M. S. Robinson has leased the vacant piece of land adjoining the D. ___ Morgan Building on Pearl Street for the purpose of building a theater for vaudeville attractions. Plans for the theater were made yesterday morning with the Bureau of Building. The building will be one story high and will have seating capacity for 3,000 persons. It will be a temporary structure, built for the patronage of the G. A. R. and the people who visit the city during the encampment.” The Buffalo Morning Express (Wednesday, 17 March 1897), p. 8, c. 5.

164 Pearl st, 1‑story theater; cost, $10,000; o, M S Robinson; a, A R Minks & Son. Engineering Record, vol. 35 (20 March 1897), p. 352.

M. S. Robinson, the theatrical manager, will commence the erection at once of a temporary one‑story theatre, of iron and brick, on the old ring site, adjoining the D. S. Morgan office building, corner of Pearl and Niagara Streets; cost, $13,000. Mink & Son, architects. Engineering Record, vol. 26 (17 April. 1897), p. xiii.

“Variety Pavilion to Be Built on the Old Pearl-Street Rink Site This Spring.” The Illustrated Buffalo Express (Sunday, 18 April 1897), p. 15, c. 1–3. Sketch of proposed exterior.

“Casino Palm Garden. Large Crowd at Its Opening in Spite of the Cold—Good Performance.” The Buffalo Morning Express (Saturday, 29 May 1897), p. 8, c. 7.

Opening, Buffalo Courier (18 March 1898), p. 11 c. 1.

Opening, Buffalo Courier (22 March 1898), p. 6 c. 2.

¿¿¿¿¿¿¿“Blaze at Shea’s Buffalo.”????????? Buffalo Courier-Express (17 August 1900), sec. 7, p. 1.

Address Book (1900–1) p. 647

“Shea’s Theater Beautified.” Buffalo Express (13 December 1900).

Otis H. Williams, comp. Buffalo: Old and New. A Chronological History of the Queen City of the Lakes, Its Government and Public Institutions, Its Manufacturing, Commercial and Financial Industries (Buffalo: The Buffalo Courier, 1901), p. 144. [Bflo Lib: F129.B8B69]

Photo: Among Buffalo’s Playhouses, Buffalo Courier (21 July 1901).

Ad for Shea’s Garden. United Trades and Labor Council of Erie County and Vicinity Official Programme and Journal, Labor Day, Monday, September 5th, 1904, p. 173. [HD 6519.B8 U6]

“Leased by Columbia Amusement Co.” Buffalo Courier (17 June 1905), p. 9 c. 7.

Julia F. Snow. “Recollections of Early Buffalo.” Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society, vol. 17 p. 135.

“The Picture Book of Earlier Buffalo.” Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society, 1912, pp. 224–226. [Buff Lib: Special Collection F129 .B8 B88 v.16]

Garden Theatre Co., to erect steel electric sign on roof at No. 168 Pearl street, about 80 feet south from Niagara street. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 43, Board of Alermen, Monday, 24 November 1913, p. 2490, c. 2.)

Mr. HOLLOWAY moved that the action of the Board of Aldermen taken Monday, Nov. 24, 1913, in adopting resolution No. 40, granting permission to erect, repair and move buildings, be and the same is hereby approved except so much as grants permission to Thomas Cusack Co. to build steel electric sign, 45 feet wide x45 feet high, front of lot, No. 620, west side of Main street, beginnings north from Chippewa street; Garden Theatre Co. to erect steel electric sign on roof at No. 168 Pearl street, about 80 feet south from Niagara street, and that the same be laid on the table for one week and subject matter referred to the Commissioner of Public Works.

Carried.

Ayes—Councilmen Doraswewicz, Dorr, Duchmann, Germann, Holloway, Mills, Weimar, Willert—8.

Noes—None. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 43., Board of Councilmen, Wednesday, 26 November 1913, p. 2507, c. 2.)

“Closed.” Buffalo Courier (4 January 1915).

Deshler Welch. “Michael Shea, Pioneer in Vaudeville, Reveals Some Secrets of His Success. ‘Clean’ Show Essential, Veteran Producer Says, and Buffalo Will Not Consistently Support Anything Else—His Life-Work Began in Old-Time ‘Variety,’ and He Calls Long Roll of Eminent Graduates from Ranks.” The Buffalo Courier (10 March 1918), p. 54, c. 1–7.

“Curtain Rung Down on Garden Theatre Forever.” Buffalo Courier (29 March 1928), p. 11 c. 4.

Vincent R. McFaul. “Buffalo Men Remember.” Buffalo Evening News (18 December 1930).

“Building Where Cantor Got His Start to Be Razed.” Buffalo Evening News (26 November 1935), p. 4 c. 4.

“Garden Theater Torn Down.” Buffalo Courier-Express (15 December 1935), se c. 8p. 1.

Ethel Hoffman. “Buffalo Saw First Movies in Edisonia Hall.” Buffalo News (15 April 1944).

“Buffalo’s Theatrical Past.” Buffalo Courier-Express (19 October 1952).

“Answers.” Buffalo Evening News (14 May 1957), p. 16 c. 4.

Charles S. Illingsworth. “Buffalo Theatres—1898 to 1908.” Niagara Frontier 6, no. 2 (Summer 1959), pp. 42–49, esp. p. 44. [Special Collections F127 N6N58]

“Answers.” Buffalo Evening News (29 August 1959), p. A5 c. 6.

“Answers.” Buffalo Evening News (3 April 1967), 26-4.

Charles W. Stein, ed. American Vaudeville as Seen by Its Contemporaries (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984), pp. 81, 251.

David L. Junchen. The Encyclopedia of the American Theatre Organ. Vol. 1. Pasadena, Ca.: Showcase Publications, 1985, p. 54. [MUSIC DEPT. Oversize ML 561 .J86 1985 v.1]

SOME PROGRAMMES:

100th birthday anniversary of Alexander von Humboldt, arranged by the German Young Men’s Association, 14 September 1869, at the Rink. Mentioned in Geschichte der Deutschen in Buffalo und Erie County, N.Y., mit Biographien und Illustrationen hervorragender Deutsch-Amerikaner, welche zur Entwickelung der Stadt Buffalo beigetragen haben (Buffalo: Verlag und Druck von Reinecke & Zesch, 1898), p. 177. [Special Collections F 129 B8 R4]

“W.C. Fields, Eccentric Juggler,” 23 June 1902. Mentioned in David Lawrence and Debra Ludwig, Bravo Buffalo! Entertainment through the Years: 1983 Calendar (Buffalo: a publication of Arts Development Services, 1983), p. 14. [Special Collections: Oversize F 129 .B8 B317]

Sunday, 17 May 1914. Through the Clouds.

Week of Monday, 18 May 1914. Photoplay: The Battle of the Sexes.
CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1871, pp. 60–61, Public Buildings, etc. 
Skating Rink—Pearl, bet. Church and Niagara

1872, pp. 58–59, Public Buildings, etc. 
Skating Rink—Pearl, bet. Church and Niagara

1873, pp. 67–68, Public Buildings, etc. 
Skating Rink—Pearl, bet. Church and Niagara

1874, pp. 69–70, Public Buildings, etc. 
Skating Rink—Pearl, bet. Church and Niagara

1897, THEATRES
Casino Palm Garden Pearl near Niagara.

1898, THEATRES
Shea’s Garden Theater, Pearl nr. Niagara.

1899, THEATRES
Shea’s Garden Theatre, Pearl nr. Niagara.

1900, THEATRES
Shea’s Garden Theater Co. 162 Pearl.

1901, THEATRES
Shea’s Garden Theatre Co. 168 Pearl.

1902, THEATRES
Shea’s Garden Theatre Co. 168 Pearl.

1903, THEATRES
Shea’s Garden Theatre Co. 178 Pearl.

1904, S:
Shea Michael, mgr. Shea’s Garden Theatre, r. 78 Vermont.

1904, THEATRES
Shea’s Garden Theatre, 178 Pearl.

1905, THEATRES
Shea’s Garden Theatre, 178 Pearl.

1906, THEATRES
Garden Theatre 178 Pearl

1907, THEATRES
Garden Theatre 178 Pearl

1908, THEATRES
Garden Theatre 178 Pearl

1909, THEATRES
Garden Theatre 178 Pearl

1910, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 178 Pearl

1911, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 178 Pearl

1912, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 168 Pearl

1913, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 168 Pearl

1914, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 168 Pearl

1916, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 168 Pearl

1917, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 168 Pearl

1918, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 168 Pearl

1919, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 168 Pearl

1921, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Empire Theatre 168 Pearl

1922, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Empire Theatre 168 Pearl

1923, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre The 168 Pearl

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Garden Theatre 164 Pearl

1924, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 164 Pearl

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Garden Theatre 164 Pearl

1925, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre The 168 Pearl

1926, THEATRES:
Garden 168 Pearl

1927, THEATRES:
Garden Theatre 168 Pearl

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Oct 1906, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Mar 1907, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Columbia Amusement Co
Pearl nr. Niagara

Jun 1907, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Columbia Amusement Co
Pearl nr. Niagara

Mar 1908, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Oct 1908, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Jun 1909, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Oct 1909, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Jun 1910, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Oct 1910, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Feb 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Jun 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Oct 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Mar 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Jun 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Oct 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Feb 1913, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre
Pearl nr. Niagara

Feb 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre Inc
Pearl nr. Niagara

Jun 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
3119

Garden Theatre Inc
Pearl nr. Niagara

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Garden Theatre Inc
Pearl nr. Niagara
Seneca 3119

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

Feb 1917, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

Jun 1917, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

Oct 1917, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

21 Jan 1918, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

20 May 1918, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

1 Jul 1918, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

19 Oct 1918, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

30 Jan 1919, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

20 May 1919, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

Oct 1920, THEATRES
Empire Theatre
168 Pearl
Seneca 3119

May 1921, THEATRES
Empire Theatre
168 Pearl
SE neca-3119

10 Nov 1921, THEATRES
Empire Theatre
168 Pearl
SE neca-3119

22 May 1922, THEATRES
Empire Theatre
168 Pearl
SE neca-3119

28 Nov 1922, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
SE neca-3119

12 Nov 1923, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
SE neca-3119

20 May 1924, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
SE neca-3119

10 Nov 1924, THEATRES
Garden Theatre
168 Pearl
SE neca-3119

Metropolitan Theatre (NOT COMPLETED)xe "Metropolitan Theatre<T>Washington se cor Mohawk<T>1897<T>1897<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Washington<T>465<T>Metropolitan Theatre<T> 1897<T>1897<T>Thirteen–"
1896—1897

Olympic Theatre (NEVER BUILT)xe "Olympic Theatre<T>Washington ne cor Mohawk<T>1900<T>1906<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Washington<T>469<T>Olympic Theatre<T> 1900<T>1906<T>Thirteen–"
1900, 1905—1906

First proposal: ___ Main Street, entrance on site of Humburch & Hodge’s store

Second proposal: Washington Street se cor of East Mohawk Street, site of Liedertafel Hall

Third proposal: ne corner Washington Street and East Mohawk Street

ARCHITECTS FOR METROPOLITAN: Leon H. Lempert I, of Leon H. Lempert & Son Theatrical Architects

CONTRACTOR FOR METROPOLITAN: James M. Brazill

ARCHITECT FOR OLYMPIC: 


CONTRACTOR FOR OLYMPIC: 


NOTES: Intention was to replace the Academy of Music (Metropolitan), which had recently burned down. First announced as the New Academy of Musicxe "New Academy of Music<T>Washington se cor Mohawk<T>1896<T>1896<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Washington<T>465<T>New Academy of Music<T> 1896<T>1896<T>Thirteen–". Original plan was rejected by Building Supertintendant Reimann. The second plan originally was to incorporate parts of the Liedertafel Hall, but it was soon decided to use only the south wall of the Liedertafel Hall. Originally the exterior was to be designed by Robert Bethune and Louis Sænger, and originally the contractors were to have been William Schumacher and Frank H. Exstein. Lempert’s design for the front elevation was strongly inspired by the iron facade of the Academy of Music. The theatre was begun in early 1897. Several workmen were killed in an accident, and part-owner W.S. Cleveland, the famous minstrel, therefore refused to continue work on it, and the funding vanished. For a few years the building stood unfinished, but was finally remodeled as a store on the first floor and a bowling alley on the second. John J. Ryan, of the Ryan-Considine syndicate (controlling the International Theatre Company), later purchased the property to remodel it again as a theatre, but when plans went awry, he purchased the property at the opposite corner, with plans to build an entirely new theatre. These plans also went awry.

REFERENCES:
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“Wanted the Lyceum. Eckhert and Cleveland After Another Theater. Failed, for the Present. Tried to Have Mortgages on the Property Foreclosed, but Lessees Laughlin and Robinson Produced the Necessary Case—Cleveland Won’t Admit Defeat.” The Buffalo Morning Express (Saturday, 6 March 1897), p. 8, c. 3.
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The Buffalo Courier

Sunday, November 29, 1896, p. 9, c. 1

ANOTHER PLAN.

________

W. S. Cleveland and a New
Buffalo Theater.

________

THE SCHEME IS ON FOOT.

________

Mr. Cleveland Is Anxious to Settle
Down in This City and Has Prom-
ises of Sufficient Capital to
Start the Enterprise.

________

Shortly after the burning of the old
Academy of Music a theatrical manager
of recognized ability made a peculiar state-
ment to a Courier reporter. It was that
in a big city a scarcity in the number of
first-class theaters was actually a detri-
ment instead of a help to the playhouses
running. One of the arguments was that
the people would not take as lively an
interest in the affairs of the stage when a
meager limit was set on what they could
see during the season. However, the as-
sertion was based on the experiences of
the manager during a long term of years
in various cities.

Resolved to a simple local proposition
the remark is often heard that Buffalo
ought to have another theater. The fa-
mous old Academy of Music was burned
to a shapeless ruin in September, 1895,
and out of those ashes nothing more sub-
stantial than rumors has arisen to fill the
vacancy in the roll of Buffalo theaters.

There was a scheme to build a modern
theater on the east side of Main Street
just above Chippewa Street on the “White
House” lot, but it went no further than
words and paper would carry it. Then it
was promised that the auditorium
at Music Hall should be rebuilt into a
first-class theater, but the noisy, built-up
floor and squeaky chairs remain and the
painted spheres which adorn the wall are
still supposed to travel in a musical way,
although dirty and begrimed.

Several times a story has been printed
that a big, popular price theater was to be
built on the East Side of the city, but
none has been built and there seems
to be no promise of one.

W. S. Cleveland’s Plan.

And now comes a new scheme with as
bright promise as any of the others. It is
quietly rumored about town that a new
theater is soon to be built in a most con-
venient location, and that when completed
it will be up-to-date in all appointments.

Yesterday a Courier reporter started out
to run the rumor down and succeeded. Up
at Music Hall W. S. Cleveland was “count-
ing up” the matinee. As soon as he had
finished he was asked to tell what he knew
about the new theater soon to be built.

“What? How’s that? Where did you
hear about it? Excuse me just a moment,”
said Mr. Cleveland as he put his O. K. on
a bill handed out from the office. Then he
proceeded to talk about the theater.

“It’s just this way,” said he, “I have
always liked Buffalo and from the way I
am treated here I have reason to believe
that I am not disliked. I would like to
settle down here and escape the wear
and tear of the road, and several gentle-
men interested in the building of a new
theater in Buffalo have promised me their
hearty support. But there’s nothing I can
tell you about the theater; it’s all in em-
bryo as yet.

“I am convinced that there is room here
for a well managed theater and that it
would be a success from the start.”

“When will it be built?”

“I can’t answer that either. There is
plenty of money behind the scheme and
the erection of the building will soon fol-
low the organization of the company.”

This was about all Mr. Cleveland had to
offer and the reporter found Louis H.
Eckert, whom Dame Rumor connected
with the new theater. He was at work
in the City Treasurer’s office. “Are you
interested in the new theater?” was asked
Mr. Eckert.

“Yes, I am somewhat interested in it,”
was the reply.

“When is it to be built?”

“As soon as arrangements can be com-
pleted.”

“Where is the site?”

“In the rear of Mr. More’s store through
to Washington Street. The entrance will
be through what is now Humburch &
Hodge’s store or near there. Mr. More
has the plans and will tell you all about
it.”

“Who made the plans?”

“A Rochester architect.”

Mr. Eckert was busy and as he had
said that Mr. More would tell all about
it he was asked no more questions regard-
ing the new theater. And that was a
mistake, for Mr. More would say nothing
and only confirmed the rumor in a back-
handed sort of a way.

Mr. More said: “Nothing must be said
about that. It would hinder or kill our
plans to have the exact facts known.”

Mr. More could not be induced to say
anything more about the theater except
that a conference was to be held in the
evening.

“Can I see you after it is over?” asked
the reporter.

“You cannot,” replied Mr. More.

“Where is it to be held?”

“I can’t tell you.” The reporter did not
attend.


Buffalo Evening News
103, no. 52 (Thursday, 10 December 1896—2nd of four editions), p. 1, c. 2:

NEW PLAYHOUSE.

________

Its Projectors Say It Will Be Called the
New Academy of Music—Low
Prices, and a Seating Capac-
ity of 1500.

________

Louis H. Eckert and a number of gen-
tlemen of Erie, Pa., announce that they
are going to put up a new theater on
Main street. It will be known as the
New Academy of Music, and will be lo-
cated between North and South Division
streets. The entrance to the theater
will be through the store now occupied by
Humburch & Hodge. There will be
an entrance also on Washington street.

The company will be incorporated for
$100,000, and work will begin on the new
structure just as soon as the Superinten-
dent of Buildings approves the plans.
The architects are Leon H. Lempert &
Son of Rochester, who make a specialty
of theater buildings.

The auditorium will be 60 by 100 feet
and will seat 1500. The Star Theater
seats 1800. The new theater will have
popular prices, with boxes at $1 and regu-
lar seats at 75, 50, 35, 25 and 15 cents.
Nothing is stated as to what character
of entertainments will be regularly giv
en. The manager is to be J. E. Gerrard
of Erie Pa., who is the present manager
of the Wonderland Musee of that place.

Mr. Eckert says that the building will
be up and ready for performances by
March if nothing happen to prevent.

The Buffalo Courier

Sunday, December 20, 1896, p. 25, c. 4.

STILL ANOTHER ONE.

________

Mr. Eckhert Has a New
Theater Plan.

________

LIEDERTAFEL PROPERTY.

________

Claims to Have Purchased the Old
Church Site at the Corner of Wash-
ington and Mohawk. — The
Usual Attractive Prospectus.

________

A few weeks ago it was rumored about
the city that Louis H. Eckhert, together
with some capitalists from Erie, Penn.,
was to build a beautiful new theater on
Main Street. The entrance was to be
through the store now occupied by Hum-
burch & Hodge on Main Street near North
Division and the theater was to extend
back to Washington Street. Plans were
prepared and it was stated that the plans
would receive the sanction of Supt. Rei-
mann of the Bureau of Building and that
a permit would be granted. Mr. Reimann,
the architect who prepared the plans and
Mr. Eckhert held a consultation that last-
ed for almost an entire day. Then the
plans were turned over to Mr. Reimann,
and, after Mr. Eckhert had announced to
the press that the theater would be built
surely, the Superintendent of Buildings re-
fused to issue a permit and that scheme
fell through.

Now Mr. Eckhert has a brand new plan
for a theater. He says it is gilt-edged and
sure to be a go. Men of means, he says,
are interested in the venture, and will see
that it is successfully carried out, but Mr.
Eckhert refuses to divulge the names of
the men who he says will put up part of
the money with him.

Yesterday afternoon, the Courier was
called up by telephone and a request was
made that a reporter be sent to meet Mr.
Eckhert and get the story of a new the-
ater which is to be built in this city. It
was known that Mr. Eckhert had such a
project on foot. Early last week, after his
scheme fell through for building a theater
on Main Street, Mr. Eckhert told a Cou-
rier reporter that he was negotiating for
either Music Hall or the Liedertafel prop-
erty on Washington Street. At the time
Mr. Eckhert said that he favored the
Liedertafel site. He said, however, that
the Liedertafel Society wanted $75,000 for
its property and he was only willing to
pay $70,000. For this reason he was de-
termined to wait until the Society came
to his figures. On Friday Mr. Eckhert
said that the Society had come to his terms
finally, and that the only thing which re-
mained to be done was to settle a little
question over some taxes which amounted
to about $200.

Last night Mr. Eckhert said that all was
arranged and that he was now ready to
tell the news to the public. Among the
things which he stated, was that the Met-
ropolitan Theater Company was to be in-
corporated with a capital of $125,000. Mr.
Eckhert is to be president and treasurer
of the company. The company’s officers
will be: Attorney, the Hon. Joseph V.
Seaver; secretary, Benjamin H. Stillman,
and press agent, A. J. Meyer.

Mr. Eckhert stated that he took the title
to the Liedertafel property in his own
name yesterday afternoon. He is to hold
it until the company is incorporated. The
premises thus purchased for a considera-
tion which was declared to be $75,000,
cover a site 65 by 100 feet fronting on
the southeast corner of Washington and
Mohawk streets, and a piece of property
64 by 90 feet in the rear of this piece and
fronting on Mohawk Street. This is the
property which was formerly occupied by
the Buffalo Athletic Club and which was
owned by the Buffalo Liedertafel Society.
The property thus sold is subject to a $10,-
000 mortgage, bearing interest for five per
cent, and executed in favor of the West-
ern Savings Bank.

The work of tearing down the old struc-
ture was to be begun last night. It was said that this was to be done as a sort of
evidence that this is no South Sea Bubble
or paper project.

Mr. Eckhert promises all sorts of beau-
tiful things for his new theater. He says
that it is to have a seating capacity of
2,000, and that popular admission prices
will prevail. The new theater will have a
roof garden that will cover a space of 60
by 164 feet. The roof garden, it is de-
clared, will be second to none in New
York State, not excepting the best in
New York City. The present stage of
the old Liedertafel property is to be placed
on the Washington Street side of the roof
garden. The garden is to be a typical
tropical scene, according to the picture
which Mr. Eckhert drew of it in soft, cool,
zephyr-like words of praise. There will
be magnificent iron arches over the gar-
den, spanning it at every 15 feet. These
arches are to scintillate, with brilliant col-
ored electric lamps. In the center of the
garden a limpid pool of sparkling water
will be formed from the dashing spray of a
refreshing fountain. All kinds of water
plants will be placed in and about the
pool to all to the attractiveness of this
sylvan garden on the roof. Two eleva-
tors will run to the roof garden. In case
of a storm an arrangement is to be made
by which the entire roof garden can be
covered with canvas in a minute or two.
The admission price to this Aladdin’s gar-
den will be 25 cents.

“Who is to have charge of the roof gar-
den was asked?”

“Mr. C. E. Almendinger, perhaps,” said
Mr. Eckhert, “a brewery is also anxious to
place a man in charge of the roof gar-
den. The brewery, whose name I am not
prepared to mention, has offered me $3,000
a year and 50 per cent. of the profits for a
lease of the roof garden.”

As has been stated, Mr. Eckhert says,
the theater will have a seating capacity
for 2,000 persons. The shows at both the
theater and roof garden will be vaudeville,
but of the best kind. The entrance to
the theater will be on Washington Street
and there will be five exits on each of the
two sides of the building. It will not be
necessary to go up or down any stairs to
get into the theater. There will be am-
ple exits from the balcony and gallery.
These exits will be eight feet wide in or-
der to comply with the ordinances.

In the theater and suspended from the
balcony there will be 20 loges. On the
lower floor there will be 16 boxes. The
admission price to the theater will be 15
cents for the gallery, 25 and 35 cents for
the balcony, 75 cents for the loges, 50 cents
for the parquette and the orchestra cir-
cle. The prices for the boxes will be $1
for each person or six box seats for $5.
The afternoon and evening performances
will be alike and no extra prices will be
charged when special attractions are book-
ed. Mr. Eckhert says that a Cincinnati
and a New York man are after the man-
agement of the theater. He would not say
who they were but he said that they were
men who have had years of experience in
the business.

No drinks are to be served in the the-
ater and the old idea of a green room will
be carried out in the “Metropolitan Opera
Company’s” theater. But no one will need
to go thirsty around the premises after the
theater is completed. Mr. Eckhert has a
scheme for converting the former parson-
age, in the rear of the old church, into
a hotel that will accommodate about 50
guests. This hotel will be a $2 a day
house, and it is designed to offer it to the
actors, although the general public may
also patronize it. The entire theater and
hotel is to be lit with electricity from an
independent electric light plant, which will
be placed in the premises.




The Illustrated Buffalo Express

Sunday, December 27, 1896, p. 15, c. 4–5

ECKHERT’S THEATER.

________

Work of Building It Will
Be Pushed.
________

FINAL PAPERS WERE SIGNED WITH
THE CONTRACTORS YESTERDAY—
W. S. CLEVELAND OF MINSTREL
FAME WILL BE THE MANAGER..

________

At 4 o’clock yesterday afternoon Louis
H. Eckhert, for the Metropolitan Theater
Company, signed the final papers with
the contractors who have the job of tear-
ing down Liedertafel Hall to make room
for the new building. Work will be be-
gun on Monday. The interior of the hall
has been torn out already. The company
considered the desirability of using the
old walls, which are strong and very thick,
but it has been decided to use only the
south wall.

The Express prints today a picture of the 
new theater which is to be built on the site
of the old Trinity Church—of late years
the Buffalo Athletic club—showing the
general effect and arrangement of the in-
terior of what the promoters declare will
be the most elaborate and best equipped
place of amusement in this State, outside
of New York.

It has been decided to name the new
theater The Metropolitan and Louis
H. Eckhert, who holds a controlling inter-
est in the stock of the concern, announced
yesterday that W. S. Cleveland, of min-
strel fame, had finally accepted its man-
agement. The work of tearing down will be
pushed as vigorously as possible, for the
reason that the promoters are anxious to
open the theater and roof-garden with a
grand flourish on the Fourth of July. The
contracts for the erection of the building
have been let to William Schumacher and
Frank H. Exstein, and Robert Bethune
and Louis Sanger are the resident archi-
tects for the exterior of the building. The
architects for the interior are Leon H.
Lempert & Son of Rochester, who have
built more than a score of theaters in this
state, and many others in Boston and
elsewhere. A glance at the accompanying
illustration will tend to confirm Mr. Eck-
hert’s enthusiastic statement that there
will be no handsomer place of amusement
in the State.

The property is on the southeast corner
of Washington and Mohawk streets, and
has a frontage of 60 feet on Washington
Street and 100 feet on Mohawk Street. The
price paid for the property was $75,000. The
Metropolitan Theater Company is capital-
ised at $125,000, of which Mr. Eckhert is
the principal holder. The property was owned by the Liedertafel Society of this
city, which, for a number of years after
the German Lutheran Society abandoned it,
used it as a hall, then leased it to the
Buffalo Athletic Club, and latterly to an
unsuccessful theatrical company.

The New theater will have a seating ca-
pacity of 2,000. There will be three galleries, 20 loggias and 16 boxes. The log-
gias will be suspended from the second
gallery, and will be a novelty in local
theatrical architecture. It is the intention
to make the Metropolitan a popular-price
house in every sense of the term. Seats
in the boxes will be sold for $1, no matter
what the attraction, and seats elsewhere
in the house will range from 75 cents to 15
cents. The furnishings and decoration of
the house will be as handsome as money
can buy and good taste select. The com-
pany will install an electric-light plant
of its own and in order that nothing may
be left undone in the complete equipment
of the new theater, will also
own its own greenhouses and be
supplied consequently with an un-
limited number of plants and flowers for
the decoration of the house. First-class
vaudeville and other attractions will be
played and the management will cater to
the patronage of women and children. No
drinks will be sold in the place, and in
this, as in other respects, Keith’s famous
theaters in Boston, Chicago and Philadel-
phia will be taken for models. The en-
trance to the theater will be on Washing-
ton Street, and there will be five exits on
Mohawk Street, enough so that the
house, filled to standing-room only, can
be emptied in two minutes in case of an
emergency.

The building in the rear of the old
church, now occupied as a private gym-
nasium, was also included in the deal,
and will be fitted up and conducted as a
hotel for actors or others. Over both
buildings will stretch a roof-garden which
it is the intention of the management to
make the most popular summer resort in
Buffalo. It will be the Hammerstein's of
this end of the State, and will be made as
attractive as brilliant illumination and pro-
fuse decorations can make it. Refreshments
of all kinds, of course, will be served on
the roof, but no impropriety will be tol-
erated, and the attractions provided will
be wholesome and up to date. Altogether
the scheme looks promising. The plans
provide for a “green room” in the theater
and every effort will be made to popular-
ise the house after good, old-fashioned
methods.

The Buffalo Express

Saturday Morning, 6 March 1897, p. 8, c. 3.

WANTED THE LYCEUM.

________

Eckhert and Cleveland
After Another Theater.

________

FAILED, FOR THE PRESENT.

________

TRIED TO HAVE MORTGAGES ON THE PROPERTY FORECLOSED, BUT LES-
SEES LAUGHLIN AND ROBINSON
PRODUCED THE NECESSARY CASH
—CLEVELAND WON’T ADMIT DE-
FEAT.

________

Not content with the Metropolitan Thea-
ter, the walls of which are rising steadily,
W. S. Cleveland, the minstrel man, and his
partner, Louis H. Eckhert, have been af
ter the Lyceum Theater. Resembling as
they do, in face, strategy and ambition, the
late N. Bonaparte, it is strange if they
have failed. But failed they have, accord-
ing to the lessees of the Lyceum.

As the story goes, Mr. Eckhert and Mr.
Cleveland learned that there were two
mortgages on the Lyceum property, which
is owned by the Hoffeld estate. The pres-
ent lease of the theater will expire in a
few months, but John Laughlin and M. S.
Robinson, managers and lessees, have
signed another ten-year lease. There was
but one way in which Eckhert and Cleve-
land might get hold of the theater, and that
was by the foreclosure of the mortgages.
It is said that they went to the bank hold-
ing the paper and offered to buy the Ly-
ceum property if the bank would foreclose
the mortgages. This proposition, it seems,
was acceded to, but the lessees of the Ly-
ceum came up with enough money to pay
off the mortgages.

Mr. Cleveland admitted yesterday that
he had been after the Lyceum. He de-
clared, however, that he had not witnessed
his Waterloo. Several weeks ago he said
that he would have more theaters in Buf-
falo than the Metropolitan, and it is ap-
parent that he still treasures the boast.

John Laughlin and M. S. Robinson, the
suave lessees of the Lyceum, laughed at the
idea of Mr. Cleveland securing control of
their theater, when seen by a reporter for
The Express yesterday afternoon.

“We will give $5,000 to any charitable in-
stitution in the city designated by The Ex-
press if Cleveland gets our lease in the
next ten years, except by our permission,”
said Mr. Laughlin. “There was a deal on
to do us, but we blocked it, all right. We
settled that case last Saturday. An at-
tempt was made to foreclose a second
mortgage for $37,000 on the Lyceum proper-
ty held by the German-American Bank.
This would have destroyed our lease. Louis
H. Eckhert was back of the deal. The
bank gave the Hoffeld estate, which owns
the Lyceum property, 24 hours in which to
pay the mortgage, which was a slight one.
Hoffeld and ourselves got enough money to
satisfy the mortgage in that short space of
time, but matters were finally settled by
the bank accepting simply a portion of the
amount, the balance to be paid in yearly
installments.

“Yes, Eckhert was back of it. I suppose
the scheme was to put Cleveland in as
manager. But we intend to run the Ly-
ceum ourselves.”


The Buffalo Express

Wednesday, 17 March 1897, p. 8, c. 7.

SCAFFOLD FELL.

________

LOUIS H. ECKHERT AND SEVERAL
LABORERS WERE MORE OR LESS
INJURED—NONE WILL DIE.

________

By the falling of a scaffold used in the
construction of the Metropolitan Theater,
at the corner of Washington and Mohawk
streets, four men were injured yesterday
morning, but none of them seriously. Louis
H. Eckhert, one of the members of the
company that is building the theater, was
severely bruised about the body and his
legs were somewhat lacerated. Gotlieb
Kruger, a laborer, of No. 231 Mills Street,
was cut in several places on the head and
was generally bruised. John H. Klopp, a
carpenter of No. 143 East Street, was cut
badly on the head and received lacerations
on the body. James Broezel, the supervis-
ing architect, was slightly injured by be-
ing struck by falling timbers.

The scaffold was on the Washington-
street side of the building, and four or
five men were on it when it fell. The
platform was 49 feet from the ground,
and it was remarkable that some one of
the workmen was not killed. Overloading
of the scaffold with bricks and mortar is
supposed to have caused the collapse. The
injured men were cared for at the Emer-
gency Hospital.

The Illustrated Buffalo Express

Sunday, 11 April 1897, p. 14, c. 6.

IT’S CLEVELAND’S NOW.

________

Metropolitan Theater Has
Changed Hands.

________

ECKHERT GOT $100,000
________

NOT CONTENT WITH THE OWNERSHIP
OF THE NEW PLAY-HOUSE, W. S.
CLEVELAND DECLARES THAT HE
WILL BUILD ANOTHER, WHICH
WILL FRONT ON MAIN STREET.

________

W. S. Cleveland yesterday bought from
Louis H. Eckhert the Metropolitan Theater,
now in course of construction at the corner
of Washington and Mohawk streets. The
consideration was $100,000, Mr. Cleveland
receiving the theater in its present shape
and agreeing to finish it. He has agreed to
assume all the contracts and obligations of
the Metropolitan Theater Company, of
which Mr. Eckhert was the sole proprietor.
The buyer gives a mortgage for $40,000 on
the property. The papers conveying the
theater to Mr. Cleveland were drawn up
yesterday morning, but could not be com-
pleted in time to be filed with the County
Clerk. This will be done tomorrow.

When Mr. Eckhert conceived the idea of
the Metropolitan Theater a few months
ago, he hit upon Mr. Cleveland as a man-
ager whom he thought would be able to
guide the enterprise to success. From
the time that the first plans were submit-
ted, Mr. Cleveland took an active part in
the project. Mr. Eckhert found that he
lacked Cleveland’s theatrical experience
and was glad to leave the detail work in
the hands of the former minstrel man. Mr.
Eckhert’s other business affairs consumed
most of his time, and two weeks ago, after
consulting with Mr. Cleveland, he decided
to turn the theater over to the manager at
a figure which would reimburse himself for
the trouble he had undergone.

“The change in the ownership of the
Metropolitan will not interfere with the
progress of the theater at all,” said Mr.
Cleveland last night. “I will fulfill all
the promises which I made when I was
manager. With one exception, contracts
for building the theater have been let. This
exception is the contract for lighting, and
I have the specifications before me. The
building will be finished on schedule time,
and it will furnish amusement early in
August.

“Just as a certificate of good faith, I will
show you contracts with the leading vaude-
ville attractions, which will appear at the
Metropolitan this season. I am busy book-
ing them now. A theater which runs a
four-hour performance twice a day must
have a great number of performers, but I
am in a fair way to fill my books before the
building is done. One of the attractions
for the roof-garden will be a band of wom-
en musicians. I have engaged them for
four weeks.

“There has been no friction between Mr.
Eckhert and myself in this matter. In fact,
we have another theater enterprise in mind.
It includes the formation of a stock com-
pany, with a capital of $200,000 or $350,000,
and the purchase of a theater with a Main-
street entrance. We have had for some
months options on four stores. One of
them fronts on Main Street, between Mo-
hawk and Huron streets. The frontage is
25 feet and the building is 100 feet deep.
The three other stores front 104 feet on
Washington Street. If our aims succeed,
we shall buy these four buildings, at a
cost of over $200,000, tear them down and
build a beautiful new play-house. We know
where we can get over half the necessary
capital, and Western theater men are anx-
ious to supply the remainder. We would
prefer, however, to get the money here.
Mr. Eckhert will be a stockholder in this
enterprise and I shall be the manager of
the theater.

“It was suggested that in the theater we have in mind, we should run performances like those of Koster & Bial’s, in New-York.
But I don’t think that Buffalo is quite pre-
pared for such amusement. It will come
to it in time—perhaps three years from
now. It is likely that the play-house will
be very much on the lines of the Metro-
politan. We won’t have a roof-garden, of
course, and many other Metropolitan feat-
ures would be out of place there. The
Main-street front will be large enough for
a fine entrance and the Washington-street
space is ample for a great theater.

“We may begin active operations on this new scheme within a week.”

Empire Theatrexe "Empire Theatre<T>261 Main<T>1898<T>1900<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>261<T>Empire Theatre<T>1898<T>1900<T>Thirteen–"
24 October 1898–1900

Peoples Arcadexe "Peoples Arcade<T>261 Main<T>1906<T>1910<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>261<T>Peoples Arcade<T>1906<T>1910<T>Thirteen–"
(downstairs)
Princess Theatrexe "Princess Theatre<T>261 Main<T>1906<T>1910<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>261<T>Princess Theatre<T>1906<T>1910<T>Thirteen–"
(upstairs—movies and vaudeville)
1906–1910

The Grand Theatrexe "Grand Theatre<T>261 Main<T>1910<T>1911<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>261<T>Grand Theatre<T>1910<T>1911<T>Thirteen–"
1910–1911

Keith’s Columbia Theatrexe "Keith’s Columbia Theatre<T>261 Main<T>1912<T>c.1921<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>261<T>Keith’s Columbia Theatre<T>1912<T>c.1921<T>Thirteen–"
1912–1921?

Keith’s Theatrexe "Keith’s Theatre<T>261 Main<T>circa<T>1923<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>261<T>Keith’s Theatre<T>circa<T>1923<T>Thirteen–"
c.1923–_____

Keith’s Italian Theatrexe "Keith’s Italian Theatre<T>261 Main<T>____<T>____<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>261<T>Keith’s Italian Theatre<T>____<T>____<T>Thirteen–"
____—____

Keith’s Theatrexe "Keith’s Theatre<T>261 Main<T>____<T>1960<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>261<T>Keith’s Theatre<T>____<T>1960<T>Thirteen–"
__________—21 February 1960

261 Main Street

ARCHITECT OF ORIGINAL BUILDING: 


REMODELING OF FIRST FLOOR IN 1898: G.H. Simon, builder

ALTERATIONS IN 1905: The W. Harris Co.

ORGAN: 


NOTE: Carved out of a storefront. Across from Barnes & Hengerer’s store (at 256–266 Main—do not confuse with the later Hengerer’s on Main ne cor Mohawk). Run by Mitchell H. Mark and Rudolph Wagner from c. October 1906 through c. June 1911, and perhaps their corporate name was Feature Photoplay Co. in c. February 1913. Wagner also ran the Little Hippodrome next door at 263 Main. Passed out dishes during the depression. Advertised under “Community Theaters” in the Buffalo Evening News during the 1940s. Rumored to have been a 24‑hour operation during World War II. Burned on 21 February 1960. Beware the erroneous listing at 257 Main.

OTHER THEATRES WITH THE SAME NAME: Not to be confused with the Grand on Sycamore, the Empire at 1514 Main, the Empire at 164–170 Pearl, the Princess on Grant, the Columbia on Genesee, or the Columbia on Dante.

MYSTERY: What happened between 1901 and 1905?

CURRENT STATUS: Parking lot for Marine Midland Bank. Outline of foundation still visible.
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That permission be and is hereby granted to R. Wagner to erect and maintain an electrig sign at No. 261 Main street. Same to be 7 ft. x 4 ft. oval shape, the center to be removed from time to time to announce attractions. Sign to be placed in middle of entrance and extend over sidewalk two feet from building, and to be in accordance with plans and specifications to be approved by the Commissioner of Public Works, and under inspection of said Commissioner—subject to all requirements of Sec. 32, Chap. 4 of the Ordinances of the City of Buffalo.

Adopted. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 2, Board of Aldermen, Monday, 8 January 1906, p. 139, c. 2.)

Mr. ZIPP moved that the following action, taken by the Board of Aldermen, Monday, Jan. 8, 1906, viz. :

“That permission be and is hereby granted to R. Wagner to erect and maintain an electrig sign at No. 261 Main street. Same to be 7 ft. x 4 ft. oval shape, the center to be removed from time to time to announce attractions. Sign to be placed in middle of entrance and extend over sidewalk two feet from building, and to be in accordance with plans and specifications to be approved by the Commissioner of Public Works, and under inspection of said Commissioner—subject to all requirements of Sec. 32, Chap. 4 of the Ordinances of the City of Buffalo.

Adopted.”
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CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1899, THEATRES
Empire Theatre Co. 261 Main.

1900, THEATRES
Empire Theater Co. 261 Main.

1910, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Grand The 257 Main

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Grand Theatre The 257 Main

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 261 Main

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 261 Main

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 261 Main

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 261 Main

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 261 Main

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 261 Main

1918, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 261 Main

1919, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 261 Main

1920, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 263 Main

1921, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Columbia Theatre 263 Main

1922, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Theatre 263 Main

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Theatre 263 Main

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Theatre 261 Main

1925, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Keith’s Theatre 261 Main

1927, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Keith’s Theatre 261 Main

1928, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Keith’s Theatre 261 Main

1929, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Keith’s 261 Main

1930, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Keith’s Theatre 261 Main

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Oct 1906, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
3083

People’s Arcade, Mark & Wagner
261 Main

Oct 1906, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Mar 1907, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
3083

People’s Arcade, Mark & Wagner
261 Main

Mar 1907, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Jun 1907, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
3083

People’s Arcade, Mark & Wagner
261 Main

Jun 1907, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Mar 1908, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Oct 1908, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Jun 1909, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Oct 1909, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Jun 1910, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Oct 1910, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Feb 1911, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
Peoples Arcade

Jun 1911, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
719

Wagner R
263 Main

Feb 1913, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
1672
-R
Feature Photoplay Co
263 Main

Feb 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
3874
-W
Keith’s Columbia Theatre
261 Main

Jun 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
3874
-W
Keith’s Columbia Theatre
261 Main

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Keith’s Columbia Theatre
261 Main
Seneca 3874-W

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Keith’s Columbia Theatre
261 Main
Seneca 3874-W

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Keith’s Columbia Theatre
261 Main
Seneca 3874-W

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Keith’s Columbia Theatre
261 Main
Seneca 3874-W

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Keith’s Columbia Theatre
261 Main
Seneca 2632-J

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Keith’s Columbia Theatre
261 Main
Seneca 2632-J

Keith’s NEVER-BUILT Theatrexe "Keith’s NEVER-BUILT Vaudeville Theatre<T>Main, nr Chippewa<T>1904<T>1907<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Main<T>580<T>Keith’s NEVER-BUILT Vaudeville Theatre<T> 1904<T>1907<T>Thirteen–"
1904–1907

Main Street, nr Chippewa Street

ARCHITECT: E.A. Westover

NOTE: Keith bought and demolished the North Presbyterian Church, with plans to build a theatre there, but never completed the excavation. Shea’s Hippodrome later opened on this site. Incidentally, Jenny Lind gave a concert at the North Presbyterian Church on 28 July 1851.

CURRENT STATUS: Key Center, Fountain Plaza occupies this site.
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Park Theatrexe "Park Theatre<T>40 Court<T>1905<T>1905<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Court<T>40<T>Park Theatre<T>1905<T>1905<T>Thirteen–"
March 1905–July 1905

Shea’s Theatrexe "Shea’s Theatre<T>40 Court<T>1906<T>c.1925<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Court<T>40<T>Shea’s Theatre<T>1906<T>c.1925<T>Thirteen–"
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Shea’s Court Street Theatrexe "Shea’s Court Street Theatre<T>40 Court<T>1927<T>1929<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Court<T>40<T>Shea’s Court Street Theatre<T>1927<T>1929<T>Thirteen–"
1927–1929

Music Box Theatrexe "Music Box Theatre<T>40 Court<T>circa<T>1929<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Court<T>40<T>Music Box Theatre<T>circa<T>1929<T>Thirteen–"
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Teatro Italiaxe "Teatro Italia<T>40 Court<T>1934<T>c.1941<T>Thirteen–"

xe "Court<T>40<T>Teatro Italia<T>1934<T>c.1941<T>Thirteen–"
21 January 1934–c.1941

40 Court Street, near Franklin

ARCHITECT: Leon H. Lempert I, of Leon H. Lempert and Son Theatrical Architects.

FRESCOES: Leon H. Lempert II, of Leon H. Lempert and Son Theatrical Architects.

NOTE: Fireproof. Front 3=5; stage 1=5. Replaced the Wahle’s Opera House/Court Street Theatre. Extended entire length to Express Street. Shea built the Park as a vaudeville house, but opened it with William and Dustin Farnum in a summer stock company performing Ben Hur. Shea showed some talkies starring Harry Lauder in 1914, 12 years before Vitaphone. The Catholic Actors’s Guild rented this theatre for their performances c. 1935–c. 1939, and printed “Shea’s Court Street Theatre” on their programmes.

OTHER THEATRES WITH THE SAME NAMES: Not to be confused with the Park on Tonawanda Street or with the previous Court Street Theatre, which had occupied this same site.

CURRENT STATUS: Vacant lot and parking ramp.
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W.C. Fields, the World’s Greatest Juggler, 7 January 1909. Mentioned in David Lawrence and Debra Ludwig, Bravo Buffalo! Entertainment through the Years: 1983 Calendar (Buffalo: a publication of Arts Development Services, 1983), p. 5. [Special Collections: Oversize F 129 .B8 B317]

W.C. Fields, the Jesting Juggler. Week of 27 April (?) 1912.
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CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1904, THEATRES
Park Theatre, 36–40 Court.

1905, THEATRES
Park Theatre, 36–40 Court.

1906, THEATRES
Park Theatre 36–40 Court

1907, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1908, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1909, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1910, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1911, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1912, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1913, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1914, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1915, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1916, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1917, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1918, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1919, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1920, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1921, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1922, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1923, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1924, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1925, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1926, THEATRES:
Shea’s Theatre 40 Court

1927, THEATRES:
Shea’s Court St Theatre 40 Court

1928, THEATRES:
Shea’s Court St Theatre 40 Court

1929, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Music Box 40 Court

1930, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Music Box Theatre 40 Court

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Oct 1906, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Mar 1907, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Jun 1907, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Mar 1908, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Oct 1908, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Jun 1909, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Oct 1909, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Jun 1910, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Oct 1910, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Feb 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Jun 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Oct 1911, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Mar 1912, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
2410
Shea Amusement Co
Court

Mar 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Jun 1912, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
2410
Shea Amusement Co
Court

Jun 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Oct 1912, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Amusement Co
Court

Oct 1912, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Feb 1913, AMUSEMENTS
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Amusement Co
Court

Feb 1913, THEATRES
Seneca
2411
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Jun 1913, THEATRES
Seneca
2410
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court

Oct 1913, TH. AGENCIES
Seneca
223
Shea Amusement Co
40 Court

Feb 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
2410
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Jun 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
2410
Shea’s Theatre
Court

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

Feb 1917, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

Jun 1917, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

Oct 1917, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

21 Jan 1918, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

20 May 1918, AMUSEMENT
Shea Amusement Co
40 Court
Seneca 449

20 May 1918, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

1 Jul 1918, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

19 Oct 1918, AMUSEMENT
Shea Amusement Co
40 Court
Seneca 449

19 Oct 1918, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

30 Jan 1919, AMUSEMENT
Shea Amusement Co
40 Court
Seneca 449

30 Jan 1919, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

20 May 1919, AMUSEMENT
Shea’s Amusement Co
40 Court
Seneca 449

20 May 1919, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
Court
Seneca 2410

15 Oct 1919, AMUSEMENT
Shea’s Amusement Co
40 Court
Seneca 449

15 Oct 1919, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
Seneca 2410

20 Jan 1920, AMUSEMENT
Shea’s Amusement Co
40 Court
Seneca 449

20 Jan 1920, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
Seneca 2410

20 May 1920, AMUSEMENT
Shea’s Amusement Co
40 Court
Seneca 449

20 May 1920, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
Seneca 2410

20 May 1920, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
Seneca 4274

Oct 1920, AMUSEMENT
Shea’s Amusement Co
40 Court
Seneca 449

Oct 1920, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
Seneca 2410

Oct 1920, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
Seneca 4274

May 1921, AMUSEMENT
Shea’s Amusement Co
40 Court
SE neca-0449

May 1921, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
SE neca-2410

May 1921, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
SE neca-4274

10 Nov 1921, AMUSEMENT
Shea’s Amusement Co
40 Court
SE neca-0449

10 Nov 1921, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
SE neca-2410

10 Nov 1921, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
SE neca-4274

22 May 1922, AMUSEMENT
Shea’s Amusement Co
40 Court
SE neca-0449

22 May 1922, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
SE neca-2410

22 May 1922, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
SE neca-4274

28 Nov 1922, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
SE neca-2410

28 Nov 1922, THEATRES
       Press Dep’t
40 Court
SE neca-0450

28 Nov 1922, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
SE neca-4274

12 Nov 1923, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
SE neca-2410

12 Nov 1923, THEATRES
       Executive Offices
40 Court
SE neca-0449

12 Nov 1923, THEATRES
       Press Dep’t
40 Court
SE neca-0450

12 Nov 1923, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
SE neca-4274

20 May 1924, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
SE neca-2410

20 May 1924, THEATRES
       Executive Offices
40 Court
SE neca-0449

20 May 1924, THEATRES
       Press Dep’t
40 Court
SE neca-0450

20 May 1924, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
SE neca-4274

10 Nov 1924, THEATRES
Shea’s Theatre
40 Court
SE neca-2410

10 Nov 1924, THEATRES
       Executive Offices
40 Court
SE neca-0449

10 Nov 1924, THEATRES
       Press Dep’t
40 Court
SE neca-0450

10 Nov 1924, THEATRES
       Stage Manager
40 Court
SE neca-4274

