Sixteen–20
Storefront Nickelodeons

Storefront Nickelodeons
Sixteen–19

seq 15\hSTOREFRONT NICKELODEONS

The Hippodrome Theatrexe "Hippodrome Theatre<T>263 Main<T>1906<T>1914<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>263<T>Hippodrome Theatre<T>1906<T>1914<T>Sixteen–"
1906–1914

Little Hippodrome Theatrexe "Little Hippodrome Theatre<T>263 Main<T>1914<T>1962<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>263<T>Little Hippodrome Theatre<T>1914<T>1962<T>Sixteen–"
1914–November 1962

263 Main Street

ARCHITECT OF ORIGINAL BUILDING: 


ALTERATIONS TO STORE IN 1902: Green & Wicks

ARCHITECT OF HIPPODROME: Th. W. Harris

ORGAN: Wurlitzer installed probably before 1910. Probably a pit organ.

NOTE: Storefront nickelodeon. In a program for the Academy of Music, dated 17 August 1869, is an ad for “Jewett & Mischka (Successors to J. R. Blodgett), No. 263 Main Street, Buffalo, N.Y. Music publishers and dealers in pianos, organs, melodeons, sheet music, music books and musical merchandise of every description. chickering’s, Dunham’s, Gabler’s amd McGammon’s pianos. T. L. Jewett, Jos. Mischka.” Last of the grind houses. Bought out by Marine Trust in 1962 to make way for its parking lot. Beware the erroneous listing at 255 Main.

OTHER THEATRE WITH THE SAME NAME: Not to be confused with Shea’s Hippodrome at 580 Main.

CURRENT STATUS: Parking lot for Marine Midland stands in its place. Outline of foundation still visible.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1914), vol. 2 p. 125; 1925–1961 vol. 1 p. 7.

Ad for Flint & Kent at 261–263 Main. United Trades and Labor Council of Erie County and Vicinity Official Programme and Journal. 1896 ed, p. 94. [HD 6519.B8 U6???]

“Little Hippodrome Rolls Final Reel on Lower Main.” Buffalo Evening News (9 November 1962), p. 24.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1910, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome The 263 Main

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome The 255 Main

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome The 263 Main

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome The 263 Main

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome The 263 Main

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome The 263 Main

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome The 263 Main

1918, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1919, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1920, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 265 Main

1921, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome 263 Main

1922, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Little Hippodrome 263 Main

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Little Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1925, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1925, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Little Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1927, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Little Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1928, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Little Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

1929, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Hippodrome 263 Main

1930, THEATRES:
Little Hippodrome Theatre 263 Main

Vendome Theatrexe "Vendome Theatre<T>525 Main<T>1909<T>1911<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>525<T>Vendome Theatre<T>1909<T>1911<T>Sixteen–"
1909–Saturday, 3 February 1912

Happy Hourxe "Happy Hour<T>525 Main<T>1912<T>____<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>525<T>Happy Hour<T>1912<T>____<T>Sixteen–"
Sunday, 4 February 1912–____

Embassy Theatrexe "Embassy Theatre<T>525 Main<T>c.1931<T>c.1942<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>525<T>Embassy Theatre<T>c.1931<T>c.1942<T>Sixteen–"
c.1931–1942?

Telenews Theatrexe "Telenews Theatre<T>525 Main<T>1942<T>1946<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>525<T>Telenews Theatre<T>1942<T>1946<T>Sixteen–"
17 April 1942–1946

Voguexe "Vogue<T>525 Main<T>1946<T>1948<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>525<T>Vogue<T>1946<T>1948<T>Sixteen–"
May 1946–1948

Telenews Theatrexe "Telenews Theatre<T>525 Main<T>circa<T>1948<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>525<T>Telenews Theatre<T>circa<T>1948<T>Sixteen–"
May 1948–____

Guildxe "Guild<T>525 Main<T>____<T>____<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>525<T>Guild<T>____<T>____<T>Sixteen–"
____—____

525 Main Street (also a door on Washington Street)

ARCHITECT OF ORIGINAL BUILDING: 


ARCHITECT OF VENDOME THEATRE: F.A. Baynes

MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTE: Apparently a store-front conversion.

OTHER THEATRES WITH THE SAME NAME: Not to be confused with the Empire at 261 Main, the Empire at 1514 Main, or the Empire at 164–170 Pearl.

CURRENT STATUS: China Express Chinese Buffet is in the lower portion of this building, which still stands.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1900–1914), vol. 3 p. 213.

Plan F30 (or J30), 19 July 1909.

Photo. The Buffalo Evening Times (7 February 1915), p. 73.

“Newsreel Theater May Open April 17th at 525 Main St..” Buffalo Courier-Express (7 April 1942), p. 16.

“Newsreel Theater at Main and Genesee Opens Apr. 17.” Buffalo Courier-Express (14 April 1942), p. 18.

Buffalo Courier-Express (15 April 1942), p. 8.

Ardis Smith. “New Theater Should Improve Newsreels, Orphans of the Cinema.” Buffalo News (16 April 1942).

“Telenews Theater Will Open Tonight.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 April 1942).

“Thurston Wayner, New Manager.” Buffalo Courier-Express (7 January 1944), p. 5.

“Telenews 3 Years Old.” Buffalo News (?? ??????? 1945).

“Telenews to Become Feature Picture House.” Buffalo News (3 April 1946).

“Telenews, Buffalo’s Newsreel Theater Since 1942, Becomes Vogue Theater.” Buffalo Courier-Express (10 May 1946), p. 18 c. 4.

“Telenews Returns; Vogue Old Name.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 May 1948), p. 12.

“First All-Musical Theater in City.” Buffalo Courier-Express (3 June 1950), p. 15 c. 3.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1910, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Vendome Theatre 525 Main

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Vendome Theatre 525 Main

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 527 Main

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 527 Main

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 527 Main

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 527 Main

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 527 Main

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 527 Main

1918, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour 527 Main

1919, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour 525 Main

1920, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour 525 Main

1921, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

1922, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

1925, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

1927, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

1928, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

1929, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

1930, THEATRES:
Happy Hour Theatre 525 Main

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Jun 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
4770
-W
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-W

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-W

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-W

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-W

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-W

20 May 1918, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-W

1 Jul 1918, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-J

19 Oct 1918, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-J

30 Jan 1919, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770-J

20 May 1919, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770

15 Oct 1919, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770

20 Jan 1920, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770

20 May 1920, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770

Oct 1920, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
Seneca 4770

May 1921, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
SE neca-4770

10 Nov 1921, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
SE neca-4770

22 May 1922, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
SE neca-4770

28 Nov 1922, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
SE neca-4770

12 Nov 1923, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
SE neca-4770

20 May 1924, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
SE neca-4770

10 Nov 1924, THEATRES
Happy Hour Theatre
525 Main
SE neca-4770

Golden Palace Theatrexe "Golden Palace Theatre<T>355 Main<T>1910<T>1912<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>355<T>Golden Palace Theatre<T>1910<T>1912<T>Sixteen–"
1910–1912

355 Main Street

ARCHITECT OF SALOON: 


ARCHITECT OF NICKELODEON: 


MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTE: Originally this was a storefront converted to a nickelodeon. Leon Lempert Jr. later remodeled this theatre into the lobby of the Strand Theatre, which opened in 1913.

CURRENT STATUS: The M&T Bank and its grounds stand on this site.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1914), vol. 2 p. 128. This is pasted over with the Strand Theatre revision.

“Soft Drink Salon. Appointment of a Committee of Business Men Who Will Investigate. H. G. Trout, Adelbert Moot, Gen. John C. Graves, George Cowan, and James F. Chard Invited to Work with the Ministers.” The Buffalo Courier 60, no. 119 (Monday, 29 April 1895), p. 7, c. 5–6.

“Splendid Bill at the Golden Palace.” The Illustrated Buffalo Times (Sunday, 14 January 1912), p. 71, c. 7.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1898, SALOONS.
Gold Dollar Saloon, 355 Main.

1910, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Golden Palace Theatre 355 Main

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Golden Palace Theatre 355 Main

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Golden Palace Theatre 355 Main

New Theatrexe "New Theatre<T>649 Main<T>1910<T>1917<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>649<T>New Theatre<T>1910<T>1917<T>Sixteen–"
1910–1917

649 Main Street

ARCHITECT OF ORIGINAL BUILDING: 


ARCHITECT OF REAR-PROJECTION CINEMA: 


ARCHITECT OF FRONT-PROJECTION CINEMA: 


NOTE: Run by the All States Amusement Co., and sometimes listed as the All States Theatre. Brick building. Underneath the patch in the Sanborn map, we can see that originally this employed rear-projection.

CURRENT STATUS: The Bijou Grille occupies this site.

MYSTERY: Does this building still stand?

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1925–1961), vol. 1 p. 11.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1910, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
New Theatre 649 Main

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
New Theatre 649 Main

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
New Theatre 649 Main

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
New Theatre 649 Main

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
All States Theatre 649 Main

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
New Theatre 649 Main

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
New Theatre 649 Main

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
New Theatre 649 Main

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
New Theatre 649 Main

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Jun 1914, THEATRES
Tupper
3298
-W
All States Theatre
649 Main

The Owl Theatrexe "Owl Theatre<T>670 Jefferson<T>1910<T>1918<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Jefferson<T>670<T>Owl Theatre<T>1910<T>1918<T>Sixteen–"
1910–1918

670 Jefferson Street

ARCHITECT: J.A. Gaugnagel

MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTE: Small nickelodeon converted from a saloon.

CURRENT STATUS: Empty lot.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1900–1914), vol. 3 p. 225.

Michael Schwazmeier, to remodel and alter frame building 40x78x20 feet high, to be when completed 40x78x20 feet high, for moving picture theatre, front of lot, No. 670, west side of Jefferson street, beginning 20 feet north from Sycamore street. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 8, Board of Aldermen, Monday, 21 February 1910, p. 619, c. 2.)

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1910, S:
Schwartzmeier Michael saloon 664 Jefferson r 672 Jefferson

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Owl Theatre The 670 Jefferson

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Owl The 670 Jefferson

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Owl Theatre 670 Jefferson

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Owl Theatre 670 Jefferson

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Owl Theatre 670 Jefferson

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Owl Theatre 670 Jefferson

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Owl Theatre 670 Jefferson

1918, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Owl Theatre 670 Jefferson

The Sheldonxe "Sheldon<T>646 Walden<T>1911<T>____<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Walden<T>646<T>Sheldon<T>1911<T>____<T>Sixteen–"
1911–____

646–648 Walden Avenue

ARCHITECT: 


ORGAN: Link, purchased in 1928, blower serial number 21640. Probably a pit organ.

NOTE: Originally built as a store and dwelling. By the time the insurance maps were revised, this had already been converted into a nickelodeon. 2 stories front half; 1-story auditorium. Albert Huttelmayer, mgr. Open at least into the 1950s.

CURRENT STATUS: Still there, it seems. Does not even remotely resemble a cinema.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1900–1914), vol. 5 p. 464 (on a single patch, over a formerly vacant lot).

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1917–1923), vol. 6 p. 637.

George H. Fraser, to build a frame store and dwelling, 24x60x20 feet high, front of lot No. 644, north side of Walden avenue, beginning 33.65 feet west from Brinkman street. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 38, Board of Aldermen, Monday, 21 September 1908, p. 2054, c. 2.)

David L. Junchen. The Encyclopedia of the American Theatre Organ. Vol. 1. Pasadena, Ca.: Showcase Publications, 1985, p. 282. [MUSIC DEPT. Oversize ML 561 .J86 1985 v.1]

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:
1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Huttelmayer Albert 648 Walden ave

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 646 Walden ave

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1918, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1919, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon The 646 Walden ave

1921, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1922, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon The 648 Walden ave

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden ave

1925, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden av

1927, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden av

1928, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden av

1929, THEATRES:
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden av

1930, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Sheldon Theatre 648 Walden av

The Semaphore Theatrexe "Semaphore Theatre<T>1529 Main<T>1911<T>1915<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Main<T>1529<T>Semaphore Theatre<T>1911<T>1915<T>Sixteen–"
1911–1915

1529 Main Street, just below East Ferry Street

ARCHITECT OF ORIGINAL BUILDING: 


ARCHITECT OF SEMAPHORE: 


MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTE: Exceedingly small store-front nickelodeon.

CURRENT STATUS: Empty lot.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1900–1914), vol. 3 p. 295.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Semaphore The Main and E Ferry

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Semaphore Theatre 1529 Main

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Semaphore Theatre 1529 Main

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Semaphore Theatre 1529 Main

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Semaphore Theatre 1529 Main

Seneca Theatrexe "Seneca Theatre<T>775 Seneca<T>c.1911<T>c.1925<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Seneca<T>775<T>Seneca Theatre<T>c.1911<T>c.1925<T>Sixteen–"
____–____

775–777 Seneca Street

ARCHITECT: 


MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTES: Brick. First-story (?) storefront nickelodeon in the front building of a factory complex. Second, third, and fourth stories were occupied by a glove and whip factory. Across the street from the Red Jacket Theatre, 774 Seneca Street. The city directories seem to have sometimes confused this with the Red Jacket.

CURRENT STATUS: Empty lot.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1914), vol. 2 p. 185.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1911, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Seneca Theatre 775 Seneca

1912, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Seneca Theatre 775 Seneca

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Seneca Theatre 774 Seneca

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Seneca Theatre 774 Seneca

1925, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Seneca Theatre 774 Seneca

North Pole Theatrexe "North Pole Theatre<T>1662 Genesee<T>circa<T>c.1914<T>Sixteen–"

xe "Genesee<T>1662<T>North Pole Theatre<T>circa<T>c.1914<T>Sixteen–"
c. 1914

1662 Genesee Street, nw cor Colorado

ARCHITECT: 


MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT: 


NOTE: 2½ stories in front; auditorium 1½ stories tall. Frame storefront nickelodeon.

CURRENT STATUS: 


REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1917–1923), vol. 6 p. 580.

Christ Forbach, to build frame store and dwelling, 22x40x20 feet high and 22x40x12 feet high, front of lot, No. 1662, north side of Genesee street, beginning at the intersecting point from Colorado street (northwest corner of Genesee and Colorado streets). (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 33, Board of Aldermen, Monday, 13 September 1909, p. 2287, c. 2.)

CITY DIRECTORY LISTING:

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
North Pole Theatre 1662 Genesee

