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The Strand Theatrexe "Strand Theatre<T>355 Main<T>1913<T>1923<T>Eighteen–"

xe "Main<T>355<T>Strand Theatre<T>1913<T>1923<T>Eighteen–"
22 January 1913–31 January 1923

355 Main Street (entrance), 348 Washington Street (exit)

ARCHITECT: Leon H. Lempert II, of Leon H. Lempert and Son Theatrical Architects

ORGAN: David Junchen gives this as a Möller 2/??, opus 1464, blower serial number A522, 1HP, 5"WP, with roll player, purchased in 1913 for $3,000. Yet an advertisement in The Buffalo Sunday Times (29 March 1914, “All Feature Section,” p. 2) reads “10‑piece orchestra and $10,000 three-manual pipe organ.”

NOTE: Built by Moe Mark. The lobby was remodeled from the 1910 Golden Palace storefront nickelodeon. The auditorium was built on the site of the previous Washington Hotel at 348 Washington. Fireproof structure with narrow, shallow stage, two small dressing rooms, small flyloft, no grid iron. Not listed in Proceedings of the Common Council, 1911–1914. Buffalo’s first deluxe movie house that was designed specifically for movies. The only major downtown Buffalo movie house for which photographs, descriptions, and sketches seem impossible to find. The Strand was allegedly the first Buffalo house to run five-reel features. Executives: Edward L. Hyman, Charles B. Taylor, and Harold Edel. 1,200 seats. Upon demolition in 1923, the management took over the Criterion.

Other theatre with the same name: Not to be confused with the later Strand on 1800 Clinton.

CURRENT STATUS: The M&T Bank and its grounds occupy this site.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1899–1914), vol. 2 p. 128 (Strand is on the top of numerous paste-overs).

Plans filed with Fire Department on 5 June 1912. Approved on 4 June 1912 by J. McConnell, Chief, Fire Department. Permit no. 36815 issued on 16 July 1912.

Plan F‑30, filed on 7 October 1912. Permit issued on 24 October 1912. Repair order 7423 (for altering the nickelodeon into a lobby).

Photo of Parade. Includes Bijou Dream and the Golden Palace, but the Golden Palace no longer has its name displayed. Buffalo Sunday Times (9 June 1912), photo section.

“Theater Will Cost $100,000. The Strand Is the Name of the Handsome Structure to Be Erected in Main and Washington Street Streets by Moses Mark and Others.” The Buffalo Evening Times (Thursday, 18 July 1912), p. 8, c. 1–2.

Photo of Washington Hotel. “Old Landmark Is Being Removed.” The Buffalo Evening Times (Thursday, 18 July 1912), p. 8, c. 3–4.

Ad. The Buffalo Evening Times (Monday, 20 January 1913), p. 2, c. 7–8.

“Strand Theater Opens Wednesday—Largest Moving Picture House in Buffalo.” The Buffalo Evening Times (Tuesday, 21 January 1913), p. 4, c. 5.

“Modern Theater to Open Tomorrow.” Buffalo Express (21 January 1913), p. 2.

“The Strand Opens Tomorrow Evening.” Buffalo Evening News (21 January 1913), p. 11.

“Strand Theatre to Open Late This Afternoon or Tonight.” Buffalo Commercial Advertiser (22 January 1913), p. 9.

“New Movie Will Open.” Buffalo Morning Express (22 January 1913), p. 8.

Ad. Official Annual Labor Day Review of Buffalo and Vicinity. Supplement to the Buffalo Labor Journal, 28 August 1919, p. 164. [Oversize F 129 B8B9225]

Mark Strand advertisement. The Buffalo Evening Times (31 January 1923), p. 14.

“Strand Movie Closes Doors.” The Buffalo Evening Times (1 February 1923), p. 3.

“Buffalo’s Theatrical Past.” Buffalo Courier Express (19 October 1952).

Dean Richmond. “Seton’s Store, Once a Theater, to Be Razed for New Building.” Buffalo Evening News (5 October 1956), p. 20.

Buffalo Evening News (6 October 1956).

Ellen Taussig. “‘Men’s Row’ Still Changing, but Memories Linger On.” Buffalo Evening News (magazine (24 November 1956), p. 1 c. 5–7.

“First Local Movie House to Present Feature-Length Films.” Buffalo Courier-Express (magazine, 3 October 1965).

David L. Junchen. The Encyclopedia of the American Theatre Organ. Vol. 2. Pasadena, Ca.: Showcase Publications, 1989, pp. 403, 406. [MUSIC DEPT. Oversize ML 561 .J86 1985 v.2]

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1913, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand The 355 Main

1914, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand Theatre 355 Main

1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand Theatre 355 Main

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand Theatre 355 Main

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand Theatre 355 Main

1918, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand Theatre 355 Main

1919, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand Theatre 355 Main

1921, S:
Strand Theatre (Cortland Theatre Corp) 355 Main

1921, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand Theatre 355 Main

1922, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Strand Theatre 355 Main

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Jun 1913, THEATRES
Seneca
1060
-J
Strand Theatre The
355 Main

Feb 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
1060
-J
Strand Theatre The
355 Main

Jun 1914, THEATRES
Seneca
1060
-J
Strand Theatre The
355 Main

Feb 1915, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

Jun 1915, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

Oct 1915, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

Feb 1917, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

Jun 1917, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

Oct 1917, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

21 Jan 1918, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060-J

20 May 1918, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

1 Jul 1918, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

19 Oct 1918, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

30 Jan 1919, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

20 May 1919, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

15 Oct 1919, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

20 Jan 1920, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

20 May 1920, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

Oct 1920, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
Seneca 1060

May 1921, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
SE neca-1060

10 Nov 1921, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
SE neca-1060

22 May 1922, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
SE neca-1060

28 Nov 1922, THEATRES
Strand Theatre The
355 Main
SE neca-1060

The Palace Theatrexe "Palace Theatre<T>327 Main<T>1915<T>____<T>Eighteen–"

xe "Main<T>327<T>Palace Theatre<T>1915<T>____<T>Eighteen–"
27 February 1915–____

Mayfairxe "Mayfair<T>327 Main<T>____<T>____<T>Eighteen–"

xe "Main<T>327<T>Mayfair<T>____<T>____<T>Eighteen–"
____

The Palace Theatre or The Palace Burleskxe "Palace Burlesk<T>327 Main<T>____<T>1967<T>Eighteen–"

xe "Main<T>327<T>Palace Burlesk<T>____<T>1967<T>Eighteen–"
____–April 1967

327 Main Street

ARCHITECT: C. Howard Crane.

ORGAN: Austin 2/11, opus 547, purchased in 1915, cost $4,000, blower serial number 6002. (The Buffalo downtown library Special Collections index card catalogue indicates that this was a 2/15.)

NOTE: Built on site of George E. More clothing store. Fireproof; auditorium and stage 3 stories tall. On Shelton Square. Built by Mitchell and Moe Mark. Run by Triangle Pictures. Buffalo Palace Corporation, a theatrical agency, was listed at this address in 1916. Leon Schlesinger once managed it. Dewey Michaels bought it in 1925, and beginning in 1927 ran it as a burlesque house. For about three months he called it the Mayfair. Later, depending upon the show on any particular day, the marquee would read either Palace Theatre or Palace Burlesk. In 1967 Michaels opened another Palace Theatre, which eventually became Studio Arena.

OTHER THEATRE WITH THE SAME NAME: Not to be confused with the earlier Palace at 107 Broadway.

CURRENT STATUS: North and South Division Streets were rerouted and now almost converge. They and the island between them occupy this site.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1925–1961), vol. 1 p. 8.

“New Theater to Be Erected Here.” The Buffalo Evening Times (18 January 1914), p. 50.

“Architect C. Howard Crane, Dimes Savings Bank, Detroit, Mich., is receiving bids on a theatre building to be erected on Main St., between North and South Division Sts., at a cost of $100,000.” American Architect, vol. 105 (25 March 1914), p. 12.

Permit issued: 15 April 1914

No. 20.
Buffalo, April 20, 1914.

Plans have been filed with the Bureau of Building by Mitchell H. Mark Palace Theatre Co. for the construction of a motion picture theatre to be located at No. 327 Main street, and extending through to Washington street. The frontage on Main street is about 20 feet wide and extends to a depth of about feet forming the entrance to the auditorium which is 60 feet wide and 100 feet deep, having its frontage on Washington street. The plans show full eight-foot courts open to the sky on each side of the auditorium and extending from Washington street to a point about half way between said street and foyer wall. There are two five foot exts from each side of auditorium opening on these courts as the ordinances require, and it is the judgment of the Bureau of Building that little or no advantage will be obtained in extending the courts back to the foyer wall, as required by Section 192 of Chapter XII of the City Ordinances, as it would simply form dead pockets. The plans also show an additional safe-guard in a continuous incline entrance and exit from the balcony through the front lobby to Main street. Under the circumstances, as the safety of the occupants of this theatre building is fully provided for in the plans as filed, I would recommend the suspension of that portion of Section 192 of Chapter XII of the City Ordinances which would require the eight-foot courts through to foyer wall, so far as it relates to the above improvement, in accordance with the provisions of Section 223 of the same Chapter, all other requirements of the building laws to be fully complied with.


Respectfully submitted,


F. G. WARD,


Commissioner of Public Works.

Referred to the Committee on Ordinances. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 16, Board of Aldermen, Monday, 20 April 1914, p. 1066, c. 1.)

Mitchell H. Mark Palace Theatre Co., Inc.—To erect fire-proof building, for motion picture theatre, front of lot, No. 327, east side of Main street (not in a residence district). (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 16, Board of Aldermen, Monday, 20 April 1914, p. 1082, c. 1.)

Mr. HOLLOWAY moved that the action of the Board of Aldermen taken Monday, April 20, 1914, in adopting resolution No. 36, granting permission to erect, repair and move buildings, be and the same is hereby approved, except so much as grants permission to Mitchel H. Mark Palace Theatre Co., Inc., to erect fire-proof building, for motion picture theatre, front of lot, No. 327, east side of Main street (not in a residence district) . . . . (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 16, Board of Councilmen, Wednesday, 22 April 1914, p. 1105, c. 1.)

No. 20.
Buffalo, April 27, 1914.

On Monday, April 20, 1914, I transmitted to Your Honorable Body  plans filed with the Bureau of Buildings by the Mitchell H. Mark Palace Theatre Company for the construction of a motion picture theatre to be located at No. 327 Main street, and extending through to Washington street.

I now beg to transmit herewith a communication received from Mr. Mitchell H. Mark in re said theatre, as follows:

“Hon. Francis G. Ward, Commissioner of Public Works.

“My dear Colonel Ward :—The Mitchell H. Mark Palace Theatre Company, Inc., made application to the Board of Aldermen on April 17, 1914, for leave to have the ordinance of hte City of Buffalo, in respect to the construction of theatres partially suspended in the building permit for the Palace Theatre at 327 Main street.

The plans which this company presented, and which your office kindly recommended to the Board of Aldermen, had previously been the subject of careful investigation by leading architects and construction experts in the United States, and had received the approval as to safety particularly of leading experts. These plans had the certificate of safety from all available sources of investigation, and were believed by the company to be unusually safe as a fire proof building and exits.

The slight modification which was requested by the Palace Theatre in no way tended to reduce the safety as to exits or occupancy, but on the contrary the construction submitted provided for additional and increased safety exits. The plans in no way reduced the safety exits.

Notwithstanding the facts involved in the plans as to safety there seems to be some criticism as to theatre ordinance exemptions generally which is unjust and mistaken so far as applied to our Palace Theatre. Yet so far as our company is concerned, it is the part of wisdom to ask that the suspension that you kindly recommended be withdrawn and the plans completed as required by the Building Code.

The company appreciates the efficiency of the investigations of the plans as first submitted, and thanks you for all of your good work in that respect. The company does not feel warranted in inviting criticism in a situation where the company was not taking away any privileges or securities from the citizens, but was offering additional and better facilities to the people of Buffalo.

Thanking you again, we are

Very sincerely yours,

MITCHELL H. MARK PALACE

THEATRE COMPANY, INC.,

(Signed)

By M. H. MARK, Pres.”

Thus you will note that the request for the suspension of Section 192 of Chapter 12 of the City Ordinances is now not necessary.

Received and filed. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 17, Board of Aldermen, Monday, 27 April 1914, p. 1117, c. 1.)

Mr. WEIMAR moved that the action of the Board of Aldermen, taken Monday, April 20, 1914, in adopting so much of resolution No. 36, as grants permisssion to Mitchel H. Mark Palace Theatre Co., Inc., to erect fire-proof building, for motion picture theatre, front of lot, No. 327, east side of Main street (not in a residence district); be taken from the table.

Carried.

Mr. WEIMAR moved to approve said action.

Carried.

Ayes—Councilmen Coad, Coppins, Glass, Holloway, Kaitanowski, Mills, Warwick, Weimar—8.

Noes—None. (Proceedings of the Common Council, Minutes No. 17, Board of Councilmen, Wednesday, 29 April 1914, p. 1154, c. 2.)

Photo. The Buffalo Evening Times (21 February 1915), photo section, p. 7.

Photos. The Buffalo Evening Times (7 March 1915), photo section.

“The Niagara Area Agriculture Industry Commerce.” Buffalo Journal of Commerce (special edition, April 1930), p. 47: 14. AMUSEMENTS: Michaels Theatres, Inc., 327 Main St. [Special Collections: Buffalo * HF 296 B9N6 vol. 21, 1930]

“Police Raid.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 November 1933), p. 11.

“Stripping at the Palace.” Town Tidings (April 1934), p. 12.

“Dewey Michaels, Proprietor and Owner.” Buffalo Courier-Express (13 August 1942), p. 7.

Anne McIlhenney Matthews. “‘Gala’ to Close Palace.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 October 1966), p. 37 c. 1–2.

Anne McIlhenney Matthews. “Farewell Gala Planned.” Buffalo Courier-Express (10 February 1967), p. 25 c. 1–2.

Anne McIlhenney Matthews. “Big Burlesque Date, April 6.” Buffalo Courier-Express (11 February 1967), p. 27 c. 1–2.

Anne McIlhenney Matthews, Buffalo Courier-Express (12 February 1967), p. 55 c. 1–2.

“Saints and Sinners Give Rousing Goodbye to Palace Burlesque.” Buffalo Courier-Express (1 March 1967), p. 7 c. 6.

Buffalo Evening News (1 March 1967), p. 56 c. 1–2, p. 76.

Terry Doran. “Buffalo’s Last Promoter Looks Back—and Ahead.” Buffalo Evening News (11 March 1967), p. 9B.

Anne McIlhenney Matthews. “Gala Farewell Planned.” Buffalo Courier-Express (14 March 1967), p. 29 c. 1–2.

Anne McIlhenney Matthews. “Troupers to Light Palace Gala, April 6.” Buffalo Courier-Express (17 March 1967), p. 31 c. 1–2.

“Palace to Bow Out in Gala Fashion.” Buffalo Evening News (31 March 1967), p. 31 c. 1–2.

Anne McIlhenney Matthews. “Nostalgia Grips Palace Adieu.” Buffalo Courier-Express (4 April 1967), p. 27 c. 1–2.

Bob Sokolsky. “Palace Grinds to Finale.” Buffalo Courier-Express (7 April 1967), p. 5 c. 3–5.

Anthony Bannon. “Palace’s Last Show Is a Dazzler.” ???? (7 April 1967) p. 41.

“Palace Theater Bids Due Wednesday.” Buffalo Courier-Express (4 June 1967), p. B15 c. 4–6.

“Final Curtain Has Silver Lining; Interview with Burlesque Impresario Dewey Michaels.” Buffalo Evening News (29 September 1977), p. 23.

David L. Junchen. The Encyclopedia of the American Theatre Organ. Vol. 1. Pasadena, Ca.: Showcase Publications, 1985, pp. 46–47. [MUSIC DEPT. Oversize ML 561 .J86 1985 v.1]

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:
1915, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace The 327 Main

1916, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace The 327 Main

1917, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace The 327 Main

1918, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1919, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1920, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1921, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace Theatre The 327 Main

1922, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1923, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1924, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1925, THEATRES (MOVING PICTURES):
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1927, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1928, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Palace Theatre 327 Main

1929, THEATRES:
Palace Theatre 327 Main

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

Feb 1916, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 3469-J

Feb 1916, TH. AGENCIES
Mark Mitchell H
327 Main
Seneca 2077

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2541

Jun 1916, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 4329

Jun 1916, TH. AGENCIES
Buffalo Palace Corp
327 Main
Seneca 2641-J

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2541

Oct 1916, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 4329

Oct 1916, TH. AGENCIES
Buffalo Palace Corp
327 Main
Seneca 2641-J

Feb 1917, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

Jun 1917, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

Oct 1917, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

21 Jan 1918, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

20 May 1918, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

1 Jul 1918, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

19 Oct 1918, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

30 Jan 1919, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

20 May 1919, THEATRES
Palace Theatre
327 Main
Seneca 2641

