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Genesee Theaterxe "Genesee Theater<T>1600 Genesee<T>1927<T>____<T>Twenty–"

xe "Genesee<T>1600<T>Genesee Theater<T>1927<T>____<T>Twenty–"
12 October 1927–____

1600 Genesee Street

ARCHITECT: Henry L. and William T. Spann

ORGAN: Marr & Colton 4/18, purchased in 1927, blower serial number 20719. Later repossessed.

NOTE: 2000 seats. Dewey Michaels once ran it as a burlesque house. Operated by the Basil Brothers through 12 October 1967. Then run by Ken Bunfort. Demolished in mid‑October 1985.

CURRENT STATUS: Empty lot.

REFERENCES:

PN2277.B8B8 vol. 1 p. 85.

“Begin Making Way for $500,000 Theater at Genesee, Nevada; Will Be Ready in August.” Buffalo Courier (2 December 1926).

Ad: “Grand Opening, Basil’s Genesee Theater.” The Buffalo Evening Times (?? October 1927).

“Genesee Theater Formally Opens.” The Buffalo Evening Times (13 October 1927).

“8 Theaters Ask Council to Lift Ban on Patron Inducements.” Buffalo News (27 August 1958).

David L. Junchen. The Encyclopedia of the American Theatre Organ. Vol. 1. Pasadena, Ca.: Showcase Publications, 1985, p. 310. [MUSIC DEPT. Oversize ML 561 .J86 1985 v.1]

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1928, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Genesee Theatre 1600 Genesee

1929, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Genesee 1600 Genesee

Roosevelt Theatrexe "Roosevelt Theatre<T>885 Broadway<T>1927<T>1930<T>Twenty–"

xe "Broadway<T>885<T>Roosevelt Theatre<T>1927<T>1930<T>Twenty–"
17 April 1927–1930

Shea’s Roosevelt Theatrexe "Shea’s Roosevelt Theatre<T>885 Broadway<T>1930<T>c.1963<T>Twenty–"

xe "Broadway<T>885<T>Shea’s Roosevelt Theatre<T>1930<T>c.1963<T>Twenty–"
3 August 1930–c. 1963

885–887 Broadway

ARCHITECTS: Henry L. and William T. Spann.

ORGAN: Marr & Colton 4/18, purchased in 1927, blower serial number 19880, 15HP.

NOTES: Built in 1926–1927. 2000 seats. Owned by Broadrose Corp. First organist was Tim Crawford. By 1958 Harry Radloff (24, of 235 Wallace Avenue), Heino Olandt (24, of 131 Wendover Avenue, Town of Tonawanda), and Richard Volk (18, of 1363 Delaware Avenue) restored the organ at their own expense. Harold Jolls, a former organist from the RKO circuit (a dairy farmer, Mosher Hollow Road, Cattaraugus), thereupon became the organist on Sundays. Never remodeled. Lobby demolished in 1967. Auditorium demolished in 1968. The organ was moved to a house in Kenmore.

CURRENT STATUS: Parking lot.

REFERENCES:

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1925–1961), vol. 2, p. 195.

R:95.6 R‑5 vol. 1 p. 237–239.

“New Roosevelt Theater.” Buffalo Courier-Express (16 April 1927), p. 4 c. 1.

“Shea’s Roosevelt, 887 Broadway, to Open Aug. 3.” Buffalo Courier-Express (19 July 1930), p. 8.

“Three Devotees Help Old Theater Organ Find Its Voice Again.” Buffalo Evening News (30 September 1958).

“Pipe Organ Returns from Colorful Past.” Buffalo Courier-Express (12 August 1960), p. 12 c. 1–2.

“Old Tunes Recorded from Organ at Former Theater.” Buffalo Courier-Express (14 June 1964), p. 14A.

David L. Junchen. The Encyclopedia of the American Theatre Organ. Vol. 1. Pasadena, Ca.: Showcase Publications, 1985, p. 310. [MUSIC DEPT. Oversize ML 561 .J86 1985 v.1]

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1927, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Roosevelt Theatre 887 Broadway

1928, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Roosevelt Theatre The 887 Broadway

1929, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Roosevelt 887 Broadway

1930, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Roosevelt Theatre 885 Broadway

Shea’s Senecaxe "Shea’s Seneca<T>2186 Seneca<T>1930<T>____<T>Twenty–"

xe "Seneca<T>2186<T>Shea’s Seneca<T>1930<T>____<T>Twenty–"
12 January 1930–____

Psychusxe "Psychus<T>2186 Seneca<T>____<T>1969<T>Twenty–"

xe "Seneca<T>2186<T>Psychus<T>____<T>1969<T>Twenty–"
____–1969

2186–2188 Seneca Street

ARCHITECTS: Henry L. and William T. Spann

ORGAN: Wurlitzer

NOTE: 2042 seats. The organist was Nelson Selby, of 94 Rutland Street. The Spanns wanted to do this as an atmospheric; however, Adolph Zukor, disliking atmospherics, instructed the Spanns to model this on Shea’s Buffalo, but without a balcony.

CURRENT STATUS: Auditorium demolished; lobby converted to warehouse.

REFERENCES:

R:95.6 R‑5 vol. 1 p. 244, 255–258.

Insurance Maps of Buffalo, New York (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Ltd., 1940–1962), vol. 10, p. 1027.

“Shea Theatre, the Seneca at Cazenovia and Seneca, to Be Built.” Buffalo News (29 March 1929), p. 41.

“Shea’s Seneca Soon to Be Completed.” Buffalo News (21 December 1929), p. 4.

“Shea’s Seneca to Open Jan. 11.” The Buffalo Evening Times (6 January 1930), p. 7D.

Photo. Buffalo Evening News (11 January 1930), p. 4.

“New Theater Shows Builder’s Confidence in Growing Section.” Buffalo Courier-Express (12 January 1930), s7p. 4, s9p. 4–6.

“Shea’s New Seneca Theater Adds Another to Neighborhood Chain.” The Buffalo Evening Times (12 January 1930).

“To Close Dec. 31, 1961” Buffalo Evening News (14 January 1960), p. 31.

“Seneca Theater Reopens.” Buffalo Evening News, Magazine, 20 February 1965), p. B9.

CITY DIRECTORY LISTINGS:

1930, MOVING PICTURE THEATRES:
Shea’s Seneca Theatre 2188 Seenca

